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The exotic eats at Yunnan restaurants 
can evoke thoughts of country 
barbeque side dishes a la Dai. 
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Each worker willing to bare their chest on that cold 
November afternoon was promised payment and lunch, 
more financial than artistic motivations. Page 1 1 
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World. This is quite a contrast to 
last year, when the selection for 
China’s Miss World entry was in- 
terrupted by a police raid due to a 
lack of the required permits. 

The flourishing of beauty pag- 
eants this year is, according to 
an article by China News Agency 
on November 11, on one hand a 
result of “people’s inclination to 
pursue beauty,” and on the other 
due to “beauty contests becom- 
ing a medium to boost the beau- 
ty industry.” 

British newspaper The Guard- 
ian also described the “immacu- 
lately pedicured step” of the Miss 
World pageant into China as an 
attempt by organizers to “cash in 
on the growing embrace of com- 
mercialism and beauty,” in an 
article on November 19. It con- 
tinued, “For the central govern- 
ment and the municipal hosts in 
Sanya city, Hainan Island, the 
event is a chance to show how far 
China has opened up and to at- 
tract tourist dollars to a resort 
province.” 

Since 1999, Sanya has hosted 


Miss World contestants visit Beijing on November 20 as part of a whirlwind China tour. 


Photo by Lu Beifeng 


the finals of the New Silk Road 
Model Competition, one of the 
flagship model contests in Chi- 
na. The total number of tourists 
attracted to Sanya in 2000 was 
2.06 million, while the number 
rose to 2.78 million last year. The 
city has also seen a 15 percent 
annual increase in its hotel ac- 
commodation rate. The prosper- 
ing tourism industry has thus 
drawn a huge amount of invest- 
ment into the city 

“It’s the first time for the fi- 
nal of the Miss World competi- 
tion to be held in Asia. The fact 
that Sanya can be the host city 
of the pageant is the result of 
China’s social economic develop- 
ment and the best showcase for 
the economy and tourism indus- 
try of Sanya,” said executive vice 
mayor Zhang Qi in an interview 


with Sina.com. 

Sanya and local businesses 
will cover the 70 million yuan 
cost of hosting the event. The 
city government has also invest- 
ed 120 million yuan in a new 
exhibition hall and 100 million 
yuan on a “beautification cam- 
paign” to improve the city’s in- 
frastructure. 

The Miss World pageant can 
generate revenue of around $1.2 
billion for the host region and 
help increase tourism revenue 
by 30 to 40 percent, according 
to the Sanya municipal govern- 
ment. Zhang Qi said Sanya’s 
hosting of the Miss World compe- 
tition would help build the tour- 
ism image of Sanya, improve its 
international status and boost 
the local economy. 

He cited as an example the 


auction of the first “golden tick- 
et” for tomorrow’s competition fi- 
nal. The ticket eventually fetched 
$28,000, setting a new record in 
China for such ticket auctions. 

Yunnan, Zhejiang, Sichuan and 
Shandong have all followed Hain- 
an’s lead hosting various kinds of 
beauty pageants. Shandong Tour- 
ism Bureau, organizer of this 
year’s Miss Universe China se- 
lection contest, claimed to have 
“learned from Hainan” in creat- 
ing its own “pageant economy.” 

Once regarded as bourgeois 
and decadent, beauty contests 
have made a dramatic comeback 
in China after an absence of 54 
years. “It is a great breakthrough,” 
said Mini Ai, a reporter from 
Shanghai Youth Daily. “In the 
past when we were invited to re- 
port on the contests for ‘image am- 


bassadors,’ which were basically 
undeclared beauty competitions , 
the organizers would repeatedly 
emphasize that the contest was 
not a beauty contest.” 

Although pageants have be- 
come more popular, most orga- 
nizers are relatively discreet and 
have had to play down the impor- 
tance of appearance and empha- 
size the social role of contestants. 
At the Miss Shanghai contest, the 
final of which was held in Novem- 
ber, the contestants promoted a 
host of charity causes, including 
visits to an orphanage and distrib- 
uting milk to the elderly. 

The Miss World contest in 
Sanya has also organized its 
participants to tour some key 
cities in China for philanthropi- 
cal causes over the past month. 
Meanwhile appearance is no lon- 


ger the top priority when it comes 
to selecting the winner, attitude 
and ability are also taken into 
consideration. 

The All-China Women’s Feder- 
ation, once the most vocal oppo- 
nent of beauty contests, has lately 
softened its stance. A spokeswom- 
an for the federation told Shang- 
hai Star on October 31 that 
knowledge, wisdom, elegance and 
moral character should come first 
when choosing candidates, and 
said the federation still opposes 
those kinds of pageant focusing 
solely on women’s appearance. 

“The Miss World pageant is 
a mature brand name aimed at 
spreading peace and love world- 
wide, which will surely help San- 
ya promote its image as a tourism 
city while gaining profit,” summed 
up mayor of Sanya, Chen Ci. 


By Xiao Rong 

T he resort city Sanya in the 
southern island province 
of Hainan is set to benefit 
from the growing popularity in 
China of beauty pageants, with 
110 beauties vying for the Miss 
World tiara, to be awarded to- 
morrow night. 

Though it is the first time for 
China to host this international 
event, the 53rd Miss World compe- 
tition is actually the last in a string 
of beauty pageants this year, in- 
cluding the first ever Miss China 
Pageant, sponsored by Phoenix 
TV, a Miss Shanghai Contest, the 
China World Model Competition 
and the International Advertising 
Model Competition. 

Industry insiders are describ- 
ing 2003 as the “year of the beau- 
ty contest” in China, with the 
country officially participating for 
the first time in the world’s top 
three beauty pageants, Miss Uni- 
verse, Miss International and Miss 


Tomb of ‘First Emperor’ located 



Hi Inner palace wall Underground palace Qin Shihuang 


By Yu Shanshan 

U sing remote sensing 
technology, archeol- 
ogists in Shaanxi 
Province have pinpointed 
the location of the tomb of 
Qinshihuang (259-210 BC), 
the emperor who unified 
China for the first time. 

Duan Qingbo, director of 
the archeological team that 
conducted the survey, con- 
firmed the find to media at a 
press conference in Beijing 
last Thursday. 

Although the general lo- 
cation of the mausoleum 
has long been known to be 
a hill 36 kilometers to the 
east of Xi’an - the terra- 
cotta warriors discovered in 
1973 are said to represent 
the Qin army guarding the 
emperor’s tomb - its pre- 
cise location and the nature 
of its structure have, until 
now, remained a mystery. 

According to historical re- 
cords, it took 700,000 work- 
ers 36 years to build the tomb 
of the founder of the Qin 
Dynasty, known as the first 


emperor of China, where 
mercury was used to imitate 
rivers and lakes, and numer- 
ous treasures, not to men- 
tion concubines and slaves, 
were buried along with the 
dead emperor. 

Apart from the discovery 
of the terracotta warriors in 
1973, 1.5 kilometers to the 
east of the tomb, and two 
sets of large bronze chariots 
and horses to the west, a 
series of surveys conducted 
since the 1970s succeeded 
only in narrowing down the 
location of the underground 
palace to an area of 56.25 
square kilometers, as big as 
78 Forbidden Cities. 

According to Liu Shiyi of 
the China Geological Sur- 
vey, this latest study, which 
began in December last 
year, reveals that the un- 
derground palace is a quad- 
rangle 170 meters long from 
east to west and 145 meters 
wide from north to south, 35 
meters below the surface. 
The coffin chamber is in the 
center of the palace, with a 


height of 15 meters, cover- 
ing an area approximately 
the size of a football field, 
80 meters by 50 meters. 

The coffin chamber is 
ringed by a “palace wall,” 
145 meters long from east to 
west and 125 meters wide 


from south to north, and 
30 meters high. Around the 
inner side of this earthern 
wall, is another wall made of 
stone. The outer and inner 
walls appear to be intact, 
with no sign of large-scale 
damage, despite the fact 


that the area was hit by an 
earthquake measuring over 
eight on the Richter scale 
on January 23, 1556. 

Duan Qingbo said the sur- 
vey showed that workers 
2,000 yeas ago employed the 
same waterproofing principle 


used in the design of the Na- 
tional Theater, currently un- 
der construction in Beijing. 
The archeologists discovered 
a large scale watertight wall 
surrounding the mausoleum, 
over 1,000 meters long. As the 
southeast of the mausoleum 
is higher than the northwest 
side, the wall prevents under- 
ground water from permeat- 
ing from the higher point to 
the lower, thus protecting the 
coffin chamber. 

Liu Shiyi confirmed that 
the survey had revealed un- 
usually high concentrations 
of mercury in the under- 
ground palace, lending sup- 
port to the claims of rivers 
and lakes of mercury. 

The concentration of mer- 
cury is strongest in the 
southeast and southwest, cor- 
responding to the relative lo- 
cation of Bohai Bay and the 
Yellow Sea. “Qinshihuang had 
been to Bohai Bay, and he 


probably applied his knowl- 
edge of geography in designing 
the layout of his underground 
palace,” Liu said. 

Qinshihuang is believed 
to have used mercury as it 
would both act as a preser- 
vative, preventing his body 
and funerary articles from 
decomposing, and deter po- 
tential grave robbers. 

The tombs of China’s ear- 
liest emperors and kings 
usually featured four paths, 
approaching from the north, 
south, east and west. How- 
ever Qinshihuang’s mausole- 
um is a different, there are 
only paths on the east and 
west sides. “It’s unexpected, 
but not unimaginable,” Duan 
said, “With such an iconoclas- 
tic emperor, a man who uni- 
fied the country, instituted 
a single currency, and built 
himself such a dauntingly 
enormous tomb - who can 
tell what was in his mind?” 
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Ratings Agencies Assess Chinese Banks 
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By Wang Xiaoxiao 

International credit rating agency 
Standard and Poor’s (S & P) last Tues- 
day released local currency credit rat- 
ings for 12 Chinese Banks, including 
four banks it has already rated. In con- 
trast, most banks were upgraded in 
the ratings announced Wednesday by 
another international rating agency, 
Moody’s. 

S & P had already given Bank 
of China, Industrial and Commercial 
Bank of China and China Construc- 
tion Bank a BB+ rating, and China 
Communication Bank a rating of BB. 

The eight newly rated banks are 
the Agricultural Bank of China (BB), 
China Everbright Bank (B), China 
Merchants Bank (BB), China Min- 
sheng Bank (B), Guangdong Devel- 
opment Bank (CCC), Huaxia Bank 
(B), Shanghai Pudong Development 
Bank (BB) and Shenzhen Develop- 
ment Bank (B). 

The rating standard used by S & 
P is the “CAMEL” standard, which 
stands for Capital Adequacy, Asset 
Quality, Management, Earnings and 
Liquidity. 

Some of the banks responded to 
the relatively low rankings with obvi- 
ous dissatisfaction. “S & P never con- 
tacted us or asked for any data, I 
just can’t imagine how they arrived 
at such a result!” said a spokesperson 
for Guangdong Development Bank in 
a report published in Beijing Youth 
Daily on November 28. 

According to Moody’s, the four big 
state-owned banks, Bank of China, 
Industrial and Commercial Bank of 
China, Agriculture Bank of China and 
China construction Bank all received 
an A2 credit level while other two 
shareholder banks, China Merchants 
Bank, Guangdong Development Bank 
were also higher rated than the S & 
P result. As to the Citic Industrial 
Bank, Moody’s gave it only a rating of 
Baa3 for the credit rating and D- for 
the financial rating due to what the 


agency termed a narrow resource of 
capital, nearly all of which came from 
Citic Corporation. 

Yan Xuwei, vice president of the 
Asia Pacific Region of Moody’s said, 
because of different rating stan- 
dards used by the two companies, 
the results might be different. How- 
ever, he emphasized that the five 
listed banks operated better than 
the state-owned banks because they 
could create different “inspiration” 
mechanisms. 

Professor Qu Qiang, director of 
the Applied Finance Department of 
Renmin University commented, “Chi- 
nese banks don’t have a high credit 
level because of the high level of 
non-performing loans, which is very 
important for the safety of the man- 


agement of a commercial bank. But 
the fact that Chinese banks are in 
a position of monopolization is not 
considered by S & P. The result to a 
certain degree reflects the problems 
existing in most Chinese banks.” 

Li Peng from Renmin Universi- 
ty’s Finance School said the lack of 
transparency within Chinese banks 
in terms of financial data, and the 
fact that data is not dealt with in the 
same way as in foreign banks was a 
factor in the poor ratings. Also, the 
lack of communication between the 
banks and the rating agency was 
another reason for the unsatisfac- 
tory result. 

At a press conference held by the 
general office of the State Council last 
Monday, Liu Mingkang, chairman of 


the China Banking Regulatory Com- 
mission disclosed that the People’s 
Bank of China and the commission 
were considering setting up China’s 
own credit rating organization. 

However Professor Qu Qiang 
argued that it made no sense for the 
banking industry to set up such an 
organization itself. “A rating agency 
only exists as part of the market and 
should be tested by the market itself 
for a long time, without any relation- 
ship with the government,” he said. 
Li Peng added, “China has several 
local rating organizations, which are 
not well developed, because of small 
demand. Justice is the key thing for a 
rating company to work, and most of 
the foreign rating companies are pri- 
vately owned.” 


CBRC Expands RMB Business 


five-year Plan Research Topics Announced 


Privately-owned Credit Enterprise Established 


of locally incorporated foreign- 
owned banks and Sino-foreign 
joint venture banks, the CBRC 
is to replace the current six-level 
arrangement with a three-level 
one and reduce the minimum 
requirement for each level to 100 
million, 200 million and 300 mil- 
lion respectively. 

Furthermore, the CBRC has 
been authorized by the State Coun- 
cil to increase the equity share of 
a single foreign investor to 20 per- 
cent from the previous 15 percent, 
and so long as the equity share of 
the total foreign investment in a 
financial institution is lower than 
25 percent, the nature and busi- 
ness scope of the targeted institu- 
tion remains unchanged. 


Social Science. 

The State Council asked for sug- 
gestions from the general public 
when mapping out the Tenth Five- 
year Plan, five years ago, but this 
is the first time bids have been 
called for in this way. “It is the gov- 
ernment buying thoughts and good 
ideas from the people,” remarked 
Yang Weimin, director of the 
programming department of the 
National Development and Reform 
Commission. 

The State Council has released 
a “Five-year Plan” every five years 
since 1955, dealing with the most 
important schedules and timeta- 
bles of China’s macro economic and 
social development. 


Poorly Performing 

Departments 

Named 

in Internet Poll 

By Ji Runju 

The latest results of an online poll 
on government performance at the 
official website of the municipal gov- 
ernment (www.beijing.gov.cn) shows 
that the Beijing Education Commit- 
tee, Beijing Local Taxation Bureau 
and the Beijing Township Enterprise 
Bureau rate highest in terms of popu- 
lar support. 

The online poll, which opened on 
November 18, is a first for the Beijing 
government as a means of collecting 
comments via the Internet on the per- 
formance of its key departments. 

Sixty departments were listed on 
the website, around half of which have 
recorded a dissatisfaction rate of 50 
percent or more. The Traffic, Public 
Health and Urban Planning commit- 
tees received the lowest scores, with 
dissatisfaction rates of 86, 76 and 75 
percent respectively. 

A few departments with high dis- 
satisfaction rates have made positive 
reactions to the poll result. Beijing 
Traffic Bureau spokesman Liu Xiaom- 
ing told the press Monday that the 
traffic problems are the joint work 
of several departments, and the high 
dissatisfaction rate among the Beijing 
residents reflects the bad traffic situ- 
ation in the city. The committee will 
hold a special press conference to 
announce measures to improve traffic 
conditions, he added. 

Beijing Urban Planning Commit- 
tee has posted a notice on its official 
website (www. bjghw.gov.cn) to solicit 
opinions from the public, and all the 
reasonable ideas and suggestions will 
be introduced to improve the work 
next year, it says. 

Fang Zhulan, from the Social 
Research Center, Renmin Univer- 
sity told Beijing Times last Sunday 
that the dissatisfaction rate does not 
simply mean that these departments 
were doing a bad job. They could be 
a reflection of the poor communica- 
tions channel between the depart- 
ment and the public. Fang hopes 
the online poll will become a regu- 
lar event, and said the public wants 
better communication with the gov- 
ernment and hopes their ideas could 
be adopted by the officials. 


By Wang Xiaoxiao 

As of Monday this week, four 
more cities have been opened to 
foreign banks to conduct Renminbi 
(RMB) business. The four cities, 
Jinan, Fuzhou, Chengdu and 
Chongqing, join the nine cities 
already on the list, namely Shang- 
hai, Shenzhen, Tianjin, Dalian, 
Guangzhou, Zhuhai, Qingdao, 
Nanjing and Wuhan. 

In the past, foreign banks were 
only permitted to provide RMB ser- 
vices for foreign enterprises and 
individuals, as well as Hong Kong 
and Macao citizens, but with the 
acceleration of China’s opening up 
of its banking sector, these restric- 
tions are being relaxed. 

Simultaneously, the Chinese 


By Dong Nan 

After a one-month appraisal, the 
final result of bidding for the Elev- 
enth Five-year Plan research topics 
was published on the homepage of the 
National Development and Reform 
Commission (www.sdpc.gov.cn). A 
total of 56 items have been selected. 
This is the first time public bidding 
has been invited for a long-term 
development schedule for the econ- 
omy and society. 

The selected items involve vari- 
ous areas of society, mainly employ- 
ment, education and agriculture, 
and include the problem of public 
infrastructure in rural areas, put 
forward by Jiangxi Financial and 
Economy University; national envi- 


By Chen Si 

Shenzhen-based Credit Orien- 
wise, the largest domestic privately- 
owned credit enterprise, opened a 
branch in Beijing last Wednesday, 
according to a China Youth Daily 
report last Friday. 

Beijing Credit Orienwise has 
signed a cooperation agreement 
with Beijing City Commercial Bank, 
Huaxia Bank and China Everbright 
Bank. 

Board chairman Sun Jiaqi said in 
the report that some enterprises lack 


Banking Regulatory Commission 
(CBRC) is revising the regulations 
governing foreign-funded financial 
Institutions, so as to strengthen 
cooperation between foreign and 
Chinese banks. 

The CBRC is also to make 
amendments to the current six- 
level arrangement for operating 
capital requirements, by reducing 
the minimum requirement for the 
highest level from 600 million yuan 
to 500 million yuan, and for the 
second highest level from 400 mil- 
lion yuan to 300 million yuan. 

Consequently, the six-level 
arrangement will be replaced by 
a five-level arrangement in prac- 
tice. In respect to the operating 
capital requirements for branches 


ronment strategy research, put 
forward by Huanan Environment 
Science Graduate School; North 
East China development policy, put 
forward by the Liaoning Academy 
of Social Sciences; and the influence 
of neo-industrialization on employ- 
ment in China in the coming five 
years, put forward by Renmin Uni- 
versity’s college of economics. 

The National Development and 
Reform Commission invited bids from 
September 27 to October 30, and 
received 350 bidding schedules from 
260 organizations. Most of them were 
from universities and research acad- 
emies, including Beijing University, 
Tsinghua University, Zhejiang Uni- 
versity and the Chinese Academy of 


funds in their developing period, 
especially high-tech and private- 
owned enterprises. “The purpose of 
the credit company is to provide 
funds to those with good prospects 
but unable to get a bank loan due 
to lack of guaranty,” Sun said, “Such 
companies account for 60 percent of 
those that need loans.” 

According to statistics quoted in 
Beijing Youth Daily last Thursday, 
25 credit companies have formally 
registered in Beijing, and the reg- 
istration fund adds up to over four 


billion yuan. These companies have 
provided nearly 13.8 billion yuan 
to over 3,000 enterprises in the 
past three years. However, these 
credit companies cannot meet the 
financing need of many small and 
medium sized enterprises. Among 
the 10 thousand such enterprises, 
less than 500 have secured loans 
from banks in the past three years. 
Due to the flexibility of privately- 
owned credit companies, more small 
and medium sized enterprises are 
likely to get loans from them. 


Public Security Review 


Public Security Reuiew 

By Wang Xiaoxiao 

The number of criminal cases reported on 
the 110 emergency hotline last week fell by 11.1 
percent on the previous week, according to the 
Beijing Public Security Bureau. 

Of the crimes reported, theft, particularly 
pickpockets, car theft and burglaries were the 
most prominent. 

Most of the break-ins reported occurred 
around Anzhen in Chaoyang District; Beit- 
aipingzhuang, Yangfangdian and Qinghe in 
Haidian District; and Fengtaizhen and Dahong- 
men in Fengtai District between midnight and 
dawn. 

Most of the auto thefts occurred in Xicheng, 
Chaoyang, Haidian and Fengtai districts, with 
basic-model Santanas, minibuses and motor- 
bikes accounting for the majority of cases. 

Most robberies occurred in the evening or at 
night. Dongfeng and Chaowai in Chaoyang Dis- 
trict; Sijiqing in Haidian District; Fangzhuang 
and Dahongmen in Fengtai District reported 
the highest incidence of robberies. 

(Information from Beijing Public Security Bureau) 


Tourism Industry Sees Increase Despite SARS 

By Zhao Hongyi 

Despite the impact of the SARS epidemic, China’s 
tourism industry has achieved revenues of 34.6 billion 
yuan in the first ten months this year, according to Hu 
Guoyou, secretary general of the China Association of 
Travel Services. 

Hu announced the figures at the “2003 Beijing Youth 
Daily Tourism Industry Symposium” held on November 
28 and 29 in Beijing. But analysts warned of difficulties 
ahead if the industry failed to change business concepts 
and structures. 

“Most of the revenue comes from domestic and exter- 
nal tours,” Hu said. ‘We have seen a great loss in the 
inflow of overseas travelers.” 

Wang Qing, marketing director of the Beijing Tour- 
ism Administration, confirmed Hu’s analysis, saying 
that SARS had caused a loss of tens of million yuan to 
the city’s tourism industry. “We have made great efforts, 
including image promotion on London buses and in the 
subways of Tokyo. But it will take time (to recover).” 

Du Jiang, president of Beijing International Studies 
University warned that the industry has to alter its 
business concepts, from the traditional three segments 
to a vertical categorization based on travel agencies’ 
scales, market positions and functions. 

“We need a pyramid structure of the travel service 
industry, with only a dozen large scale ones as the 
wholesalers at the national level, tens of mid-sized ones 
as brokers at the provincial level and hundreds, maybe 
thousands, of small ones.” 

Framework Set for 

Asset Management Commission 

By Chen Si 

The framework of the Beijing State-owned Assets 
Supervision and Administration Commission (BSASAC), 
including the duties of each department and main prin- 
cipals, was finalized on Monday last week, according to 
a report in the following day’s Beijing Business Today. 

Bai Jinrong, vice director of the BSASAC said there 
were five main points for next year’s work: Setting up 
a new state-owned possession management framework, 
hastening the adjustment of state-owned economy dis- 
tribution; speeding up the adjustment of authorization 
and management of state-owned possession; deepen- 
ing the reform of state-owned enterprises, setting up a 
modem enterprise system; and setting up incentive and 
restriction systems for enterprise managers. 

According to the report, in 2004, the BSASAC plans 
to finish the investigation of state-owned possession dis- 
tribution and establish an adjustment plan. To date, it 
is in charge of 4,050 enterprises, the stocks of which 
are controlled by the state, and state-owned possession 
totals 138 billion yuan. 

By the end of this year or early 2004, the BSASAC 
will have established a clear examination system and 
defined the management range of leaders in state- 
owned enterprises after investigating their salaries. 

Counter-Money laundering 
Taskforce Gets US Training 

By Dong Nan 

A group of employees from the State Administration 
of Foreign Exchange have returned from the US after 
receiving training in counter-money laundering tech- 
niques, an official from the administration told Beijing 
Today Tuesday. 

This is the first time the administration has orga- 
nized such a training course abroad. Twenty-one train- 
ees have finished it and come back earlier last month, 
said an official of State Administration of Foreign 
Exchange of China to Beijing Today on Tuesday. 

The trainees, whose average age is 31, are from 
the administration and branch bureaus in 12 prov- 
inces, the Ministry of Finance and the Ministry of 
Public Security. 

During the two-week course, they took nine special 
lectures from 14 experts from the US Federal Leg- 
islation Department, Treasure Department, Financial 
Crimes Enforcement Network, US Customs and the 
Federal Reserve Bank. The content of the lectures 
included legislation on money laundering and counter- 
money laundering organizations in US, issues related 
to money laundering in the financial area and interna- 
tional cooperation. 

“Since all of us are from the front line of counter- 
money laundering, what we learnt in US will be of great 
help for our practical work,” said one participator in the 
course to Beijing Today , although he declined to reveal 
any specific details. 

The course is the result of moves by the People’s 
Bank of China to step up the fight against money laun- 
dering, initiated earlier this year. The State Administra- 
tion of Foreign Exchange says it will organize similar 
training courses for its staff in the future. 
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Sticker prices of new domestically -assembled BMW 530i sedans start at 698,000 yuan. Photo by Bqb 

BMW 5-Series Cars Released 


By Sun Ling 

BMW and domestic automaker 
Brilliance unveiled a new entrant in 
China’s competitive luxury car brack- 
et, locally-assembled BMW 530i se- 
dans, on November 29. Though the 
cars at priced at a hefty 698,000 yuan 


each, dealers in Beijing received more 
than 200 orders for the high-tech au- 
tos on their first day on the market. 

In March, BMW and Brilliance Chi- 
na Automotive signed a 450 million 
euro deal to establish a 50-50 joint ven- 
ture for the assembly and sale of BMW 


3-Series and 5-Series cars. The venture 
company’s first product, the BMW 325i, 
was launched in October with a base 
price of 473,850 yuan and has proven 
popular on the domestic market. 

“There is enormous momentum 
building up in China,” said Dr. Helmut 


Panke, chairman of the board of BMW. 
“The key message to our customers 
in China is if you are interested in a 
BMW, you can get the same quality car 
made to BMW’s standards and specifi- 
cations here. It is not a question of los- 
ing the brand’s cachet.” 


Bertelsmann Sets Up 
JV Book Chain 

By Shan Jinliang 

Germany-based media giant Bertels- 
mann AG announced in Beijing on Wednes- 
day that it will acquire a 40 percent stake 
in the Beijing 21st Century Book Chain, 
making that company China’s first joint 
venture book retail chain. 

The acquisition has been approved by the 
State Press and Publication Press (SPPA) 
and the Ministry of Commerce following 
the SPPA’s issuance of an opening-up poli- 
cy to permit foreign investors access to Chi- 
na’s publication retail market on May 1. 

Beijing 21st Century Book Chain holds 
a 44 percent share in the new venture and 
Shanghai Bertelsmann Culture Industry 
Corporation, the German company’s first 
joint venture in China, controls a 40 percent 
stake. The decision to set up the venture 
was the direct result of China’s booming 
book retail market, which is growing at an 
annual rate of 18 percent, said Christian 
Unger, president of Bertelsmann China on 
Wednesday. 

Unger denied rumors that his company 
had talked with other Chinese book retail- 
ers such as Xinhua Bookstore and that the 
two sides had started cooperating by set- 
ting up the first Bertelsmann Club Center 
in Beijing’s Haidian District at the end of 
last year. 

The 21st Century Book Chain operates 
around 20 stores in China. One third of those 
make money, one third break even, and one 
third lose money, so the new joint venture 
would focus on managing small stores and 
shaping them into Bertelsmann Club Cen- 
ters, said Luo Ruiren, former chairman of the 
21st Century Book Chain, who will assume 
the post of chairman of the new joint ven- 
ture, at a press conference held for the forma- 
tion of the new joint venture on Wednesday 
in Beijing. “We might keep quite a few big 
stores as flagships, but bad-performing out- 
lets will likely be sold,” he added. 

Unger said the joint venture would open 
new stores outside Shanghai, the location of 
all six Bertelsmann Club Centers, but both 
sides of the new venture have remained 
quiet on the speed with which new stores 
will be opened. 

Since entering the China market eight 
years ago, Bertelsmann China has consistent- 
ly lost money, but has announced determina- 
tion to break even by the end of this year. 
Unger said the profit margin from book sales 
in China is 10 percent to 20 percent lower 
than in other countries, though he added he 
believed such discrepancies would disappear 
as China opened wider to the outside world. 



Bertelsmann China President Christian Unger (left) 
and Luo Ruiren, chairman of the new venture. 

Photo by Xiao Shan 


BNP Paribas China Becomes 
Fully-foreign Owned 


By Shan Jinliang 

The establishment of Shang- 
hai-based BNP Paribas China, the 
first wholly-foreign owned bank 
in this country, was announced 
last Wednesday in Shanghai. The 
new bank was created following 
the withdrawal of its former Chi- 
nese shareholder, the Industrial 
and Commercial Bank of China 
(ICBC). 

The news was released by Mi- 
chel Pebereau, chairman of France’s 
BNP Paribas Group, upon his visit 
to China. The ground-breaking com- 
pany was established with the 
regulatory approval of the China 
Banking Regulatory Commission 
(CBRC), the company said. 

The bank’s predecessor, the In- 
ternational Bank of Paris and 
Shanghai, was established through 
joint and equal investment of $30 
million each by BNP Paribas and 
the ICBC in 1992. 

First Foreign- 
funded Travel 
Agency Opens 

By Sun Ming 

Jalpak International, the first 
wholly foreign-funded travel 
agency in China, opened for busi- 
ness in Beijing on Tuesday. 

The travel agency, affiliated 
with the Japan Airlines Group, 
has 5 million yuan in registered 
capital and will focus on bringing 
Japanese tour groups to China. 

Jalpak President Kaji Akihiko 
said on Tuesday that his company 
brought 25,000 tourists to China 
last year through its Beijing office 
and hopes to raise that number to 
60,000 a year. 

Jalpak International received 
approval to open the agency on 
July 18 last year, a week after 
a temporary rule issued by the 
National Tourism Administration 
and the Ministry of Commerce 
came into effect. 

That rule lifted the previous 
ban on setting up foreign share- 
controlled or wholly-owned tourism 
agencies in China, although it still 
prevents such agencies from deal- 
ing in tours of Chinese citizens to 
Hong Kong and Macao. 

Foreign companies and in- 
vestors are allowed to open 
travel agencies in the cities of 
Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, 
Shenzhen and Xi’an. 


BNP Paribas became the first 
foreign bank granted to run Chi- 
nese RMB business in 1997, at 
which point its registered capital 
was increased to $60 million while 
the shareholders’ stakes remained 
unchanged. 

At the end of this October, 
the two partners exchanged doc- 
uments and BNP Paribas China 
officially received ICBC’s 50 per- 
cent stake in the company, mak- 
ing it the full shareholder. ICBC 
has refused to release the price 
of the share transfer, but has 
told the press that the two for- 
mer partners would uphold their 
sound relations. 

An unnamed source from ICBC 
told the Beijing Times that BNP 
Paribas China showed steady de- 
velopment in the past over 10 
years and has taken a leading po- 
sition in the ranks of Sino-foreign 
joint venture banks. 


By Tony Shaw 

International Business Ma- 
chines Corporation entered China’s 
Internet cafe chain industry after 
signing a memo of agreement in 
Beijing last Tuesday with China 
Asia United Telecom and Network 
(China AUTNC). 

The memo makes IBM the first 
foreign company to operate in the 
domestic Internet cafe industry 
and has heated up competition 
with Chinese computer makers 
including Founder and Bayi Space 
Computer in the Internet cafe 
computer supply market. 

According to the memo, IBM 
will provide China AUTNC with 
personal computers, servers and 
other hardware and software 
products to equip its Internet cafe 
chain outlets. 

China AUTNC is one of the 10 
franchised Internet cafe chain op- 
erators in China and its coopera- 
tion with IBM represents a new 
business model, IBM Industrial De- 
partment Greater China General 
Manager Zheng Xiaocong told the 
press in Beijing last week. He add- 
ed that IBM would provide compre- 
hensive products and services, the 
key components being financial so- 
lutions to allow China AUTNC to 
pay for the purchased products in 
installments. 

An employee from IBM’s public 


Xie Haitao, BNP Paribas China 
president said at a press confer- 
ence held last week, “The bank’s 
business scope is no different from 
that of other foreign banks, and 
although we are a Chinese legal 
representative, the CBRC treats 
us like a foreign bank. We hope 
the CBRC will treat us as a do- 
mestic bank.” 

Compared to its predecessor, 
BNP Paribas China has a wider 
business base with an increased 
registered capital figure of 555 
million yuan and an expanded 
scope of business, according to 
BNP Paribas’ worldwide website. 

BNP Paribas China will con- 
duct RMB business with foreign 
invested enterprises, foreign rep- 
resentative offices, foreign nation- 
als and select Chinese enterprises. 
It will also be able to handle all 
manner of foreign currency busi- 
ness for its customers. 


relations department told Beijing 
Today on Tuesday that the first 
outlet equipped with IBM products 
would open in the near future in 
the Dongdan. China AUTNC told 
the China Economic Times on Mon- 
day that it had planned to open 
the flagship store in late November, 
but due to the complicated approv- 
al process, the outlet was more like- 
ly to open at the end of this month 
or early next year. 

The growing popularity of on- 
line gaming has shorten the lifes- 
pan of Internet cafe computers 
to 1.5 years on average, the Chi- 
na Economic Times reported on 
Monday, and the current nation- 
wide Internet cafe PC market vol- 
ume of 8 billion yuan is expected 
to rocket to 22 billion soon, one 
clear reason for IBM to make a 
foray into the market. 

Domestic computer companies 
have not been ignoring this bur- 
geoning market. Lenovo released a 
line of PCs for Internet cafes this 
August and established a strategic 
alliance with the Zhejiang-based 
Freeland chain one month later. 
Founder Technology has started to 
push its own Internet cafe solu- 
tions, while Bayi Space Computer 
became the designated supplier of 
Internet cafe equipment and ser- 
vices to Beijing-based Qianlong In- 
ternet cafes this October. 


IBM Makes Foray into 
Internet Cafe Arena 


Fly Direct from Guangzhou to Paris 

By Sun Ming 

China Southern and Air France signed a code-shar- 
ing agreement in Guangzhou last Wednesday for a Par- 
is-Guangzhou route that will be launched on January 5 
next year by the French airline. 

The direct flights from Paris to Guangzhou will 
make Air France the first European airline to fly to the 
largest city in southern China. Air France already op- 
erates direct flights from the French capital to Hong 
Kong, Beijing and Shanghai. 

The Paris-Guangzhou flights will take off five days a 
week, on Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays 
and Sundays, from January 5 until June 13. Daily ser- 
vice will begin on June 14. 

“Air France is determined to maintain its position as 
Chinese people’s preferred European airline,” said Pat- 
rick Alexandre, executive vice president of internation- 
al commercial affairs for the airline at the agreement 
signing ceremony in Guangzhou. 

Thro Chinese Make 2003 Global 
Influentials list 

By Ji Runjun 

On November 23, Time Magazine and CNN TV news 
network released their new 2003 Global Business Influ- 
entials list, which includes executives from some of the 
world’s largest companies and two surprise entrants, 
Chinese entrepreneurs Victor Li and Lu Weiding. 

Li, 39, is a graduate of Stanford University, the man- 
aging director and deputy chairman of real estate gi- 
ant Cheung Kong and expected heir to the business 
empire established by his father, Hong Kong billionaire 
Li Kashing. In addition to property, Cheung Kong and 
its sister company Hutchison Whampoa control third- 
generation mobile-phone networks in Europe as well 
as the world’s largest port operation and telecom net- 
works, supermarkets and pharmacies in their home 
city of Hong Kong. Last month Victor Li became the 
largest single shareholder in Air Canada. 

Lu Weiding, 32, educated in Singapore, is the CEO 
of Wanxiang Group. His father, Lu Guanqiu, developed 
Wanxiang into a $1 billion auto-parts supplier that con- 
trols the biggest privately run firm on the domestic 
stock exchange and now operates factories in the US 
that supply parts to the Big Three automakers. The 
younger Lu is expected to take over the family business 
upon his father’s retirement. 

Local Cars Head to Vietnam 
on Promotional Tour 

By Shan Jinliang 

On December 16, a fleet of eight locally-produced 
cars will set off on a one-month promotional drive that 
will take them through southern China and into Viet- 
nam. The cars will return to Beijing on January 1. The 
aim of the tour is to raise the image of Beijing-made au- 
tomobiles in Vietnam’s emerging market. 

The China-Southeast Asia New Century Tour 
2003-2004 is the second tour to the region and will pass 
through Hebei, Henan, Hubei and Guangxi on the way 
to the final destination of Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. 
The planned extension of the tour into Cambodia has 
been canceled due to security reasons, Lu Zhiguang, a 
senior official with the Chinese Auto Industry Associa- 
tion, one of the organizers of the tour, told Beijing Today 
last Friday. 

The first southern circuit tour, launched in Decem- 
ber 2000, drove through parts of Vietnam, Cambodia 
and Thailand, leading to some technical exchange 
agreements and a few appearances by the Beijing 
vehicles at regional auto shows. 

An analyst from China Automotive News sur- 
named Yang told Beijing Today the event would have 
little significance because Vietnam has low rates of 
auto consumption. He argued that motorcycles and 
agricultural vehicles would be more suitable for pro- 
motion than cars. 

Good Neighbor Stores Renamed 

By David Huang 

The trademark of stores under the flag of US-based 
Beatrice Good Neighbor and locally operated by Beijing 
Wanfang KPI Retail Management Company will be 
changed to represent the chain’s new service model in 
the middle of this month. 

Tao Yi, director of the company’s strategic devel- 
opment department, told Beijing Business Today on 
Monday that after the change, the chain shops will be 
renamed Hi-24 Chain Convenience Stores, represent- 
ing their move to 24-hour services. 

According to Tao, the company has massive expan- 
sion plans set for next year. There are currently 44 
Hi-24 stores in Beijing and that number is slated to rise 
to 400 in only the next three years. Some analysts have 
speculated that the fast expansion of the Hi-24 chain 
could pose a serious threat to the city’s leading super- 
market retailer, Wu-Mart. 

Financial Street Gets New logo 

By James Liu 

A golden $-shaped logo was erected on Wednesday 
on Jinrong Jie, Beijing’s financial center also known 
as Financial Street, as a replacement to the former 
logo of “JR,” the initials of the Chinese word for fi- 
nance. Financial Street, which runs north from the 
intersection of Chang’an Avenue and the West Sec- 
ond Ring Road in Xicheng District, is home to the 
headquarters of the nation’s central bank, major com- 
mercial banks and supervising committees of the fi- 
nancial industry. 

Designer Zhang Yuchun of Guangdong Province, 
creator of the logo, received 80,000 yuan for the trans- 
fer of the intellectual property rights for its perma- 
nent use on the street. Construction of the Financial 
Street region is scheduled to be completed in 2007, ac- 
cording to the developer’s plans. 
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UN Plans for Poorest AIDS Sufferers 


Nairobi, November 30 (Reuters) - 
The United Nations unveiled plans on 
Monday to rush life-saving anti-retro- 
viral AIDS drugs to three million of 
the world’s poor in a $5.5 billion emer- 
gency strategy to fight a disease now 
killing 8,000 a day. 

“The lives of millions of people 
are at stake. This strategy demands 
massive and unconventional efforts 
to make sure they stay alive,” World 
Health Organization (WHO) Director- 
General Lee Jong-wook said in a state- 
ment to mark World Aids Day. 

“Preventing and treating AIDS 
may be the toughest health assign- 
ment the world has faced, but it is 
also the most urgent.” 

The world body announced last 
week that 40 million people around 
the world are infected with HIV, and 
that the global AIDS epidemic shows 
no signs of abating. 


The UN’s WHO estimates that six 
million people in poor countries are 
in immediate need of the anti-ret- 
roviral (ARV) treatment that many 
developed world sufferers now take 
for granted, but less than 300,000 
actually receive it. 

The strategy requires getting ARV 
treatment to half of the six million by 
the end of 2005. 

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
thinks many political leaders still 
simply do not care enough to fight 
the disease, which has killed 28 mil- 
lion people since it was first reported 
among homosexual men in the United 
States in 1981. 

Experts said a pillar of the plan will 
be a vast increase in the manufacture 
and distribution of combination therapy 
ARVs under which sufferers need only 
take two pills a day. 

It is a simpler treatment regime 


than standard developed world programs 
which require eight or more pills a day, 
and means compliance by patients in 
poor countries should be good. 

(William Maclean) 

Analysts 9 Take: 

China has 840,000 HIV /AIDS virus 
carriers and 80,000 AIDS patients, 
according to the estimate by the Ministry 
of Health and UNAIDS China. 

There are high numbers of carriers 
in certain population groups and areas, 
such as drug addicts, prostitutes and 
blood donors and receivers. The worst- 
hit areas included Yunnan with a large 
population of drug addicts and Guang- 
dong province where there is a highly 
mobile population. Henan province has 
also been hit hard by blood donors con- 
tracting the disease in huge numbers. 

The HIV /AIDS carriers are facing 
a rising death rate in the years to 


come. The epidemic is on the brink of 
expanding from specific groups into 
the mass population. 

We have advantages in combating 
HIV / AIDS, such as the support from 
the central government including a 
special budget of over 200 million yuan 
for free treatment and locally created 
and produced anti-virus medicines. 

But difficulties also exist. Discrimi- 
nation towards AIDS patients prevents 
them from revealing their condition 
and seeking treatment. Whether due 
to lack of knowledge or funds, a great 
number of sufferers do not get medical 
treatment. We still lack enough experi- 
enced doctors and nurses. But profes- 
sional training is under way and this 
situation is expected to be remedied in 
the near future. 

— Shao Yiming, chief scientist. 
National Center for AIDS/STD 
Control and Prevention 


AT&T Shifts 
Personnel 

December 3 (USA Today) - Long-distance 
giant AT&T hopes to usher in an era of 
growth - an elusive goal in its industry - as 
telecom and travel veteran William Hanni- 
gan succeeds Betsy Bernard as president of 
AT&T and head of the AT&T unit that serves 
its business customers. 

The change, announced Tuesday, ends Ber- 
nard’s three-year return engagement at the 
company that launched her telecom career 
more than a quarter century ago. Hannigan, 
who resigned as CEO and chairman of Sabre 
Holdings (TSG), now gets the challenge of 
trying to reverse business revenue declines. 
The market, hurt by price wars and too many 
competitors, has yet to feel the economic 
recovery. 

“At this stage we have no reason to believe 
that the departure is performance related, 
other than the fact that managing a busi- 
ness with declining revenues and undergoing 
consequent downsizing is presumably not as 
enjoyable as some other alternatives,” a Mer- 
rill Lynch research report says. 

While some observers speculated that the 
change stemmed from AT&T Chairman and 
CEO Dave Dorman’s effort to streamline man- 
agement and install his own team, Dorman and 
Bernard, 48, say her exit is unrelated to the 
shake-up. She just wants to be a CEO. 

(Andrew Backover) 

Boeing Recalls Stonecipher After 
CEO Resigns 

Chicago, December 1 (AFP) - Boeing chair- 
man and chief executive Phil Condit abruptly 
resigned, a week after the aerospace giant fired 
its chief financial officer in the latest fallout 
from a series of ethics scandals. 

The company’s board of directors recalled 
former Boeing vice chairman Harry Stonecipher 
from retirement to take over as president and 
chief executive officer - effective immediately. 
Disney Resigns 

Disneyland, California, December 2 
(WESHNewsChannel2000.com) - Walt Dis- 
ney’s nephew, Roy 
Disney, resigned 
Sunday from the 
Disney board. This 
marks the depar- 
ture of the last 
family member in 
the group. 

Mr. Disney also 
called for CEO 
Michael Eisner to 
step down. Roy 
Disney brought in 
Eisner in 1984 to 
help prevent a hos- 
tile takeover of the 
corporation. 

“He brought 
Michael Eisner in by resigning before. Is history 
repeating itself?” said Richard Fogelsong, who 
has studied the company for several years. 

Analysts 9 Take: 

Reshuffles of corporate senior management 
teams are common in the US, particularly 
after years of rapid business expansion. 

Poor performance and lack of continued 
growth are the major reasons for the recent 
reshuffles, which can break the increasingly 
strangling bureaucracy that builds up after 
periods of business expansion. 

They also provide chances for the supervis- 
ing authorities to conduct inspections of inter- 
nal business accounting and operating practices 
and to secure a healthier restart afterwards. 

Theoretically, a reshuffle should be made 
every two years. Since the beginning of this 
year, most of the IT and hi-tech US companies 
have seen their share prices increase by 20-30 
percent. Therefore, reshuffles are quite under- 
standable. 

— MaXiaoye, director, Shanghai Acad- 
emy of World Watch 



Michael Eisner 

Reuters Photo 





An aerial mew shows the flooded southern French city of Arles. Frances second-biggest city 
Marseille and its surrounding area were declared disaster zones as lashing rain caused 
floods. (AFP/Xinhua Photo) 


Lithuanian President Faces 
Impeachment 


Vilnius, December 1 (AFP) - 
Lithuanian President Rolandas 
Paksas faced almost certain 
impeachment, but refused to 
resign after a damning report said 
he posed a threat to state security 
given mafia links in his office. 

“I will definitely not resign. I do 
not feel guilty. I feel I am in the 
right,” Paksas told AFP by tele- 
phone, after the report by a com- 
mittee of inquiry prompted the 
two ruling coalition parties to urge 
him to step down gracefully. 

In a 10-page report, the parlia- 
mentary committee listed six areas 
in which Paksas or his office had 
shady links. 

“The president was, and still is, 
vulnerable,” it said. 

Prime Minister Algirdas Brazaus- 
kas, who backed Paksas in the early 
stages of the crisis, and who heads 
the biggest party in parliament, rec- 
ommended Paksas now step down. 

The committee of inquiry was 
set up a month ago to investigate 
a possible threat to state security 
after a security services report 


alleged the president’s office had 
links to the mafia. 

In a six-point report lodged 
with the parliament, the commit- 
tee said a shady Russian-regis- 
tered public relations company, 
suspected of links with the Rus- 
sian secret services “was and still 
is exercising influence over the 
president’s office.” 

It also frowned on Paksas’ 
“exclusive” relations with his main 
financial backer in his election 
campaign - Jurijus Borisovas - a 
Russian who was accused in the 
security services report of trading 
arms to Sudan. 

Analysts 9 Take: 

Clearly, the president is believed 
to have close relations with the mafia 
from Russia. This would be one clear 
reason for his resignation. But another 
is the attempt by former Soviet repub- 
lics to cut their ties with Russia. 

Latest reports say the Moldovan 
opposition is demanding its presi- 
dent Vladimir Voronin resign if he 


signs a Russian peace plan to settle 
the longstanding conflict between 
Moldova and its breakaway repub- 
lic of Trandniestr. The resignation 
of Georgian president Eduard She- 
vardnadze is another example. 

Since the fall of the Soviet 
Union in 1991, the new indepen- 
dent states around Russia have 
been in turmoil. Their economies 
have been in stagnation, further 
increasing instability. 

Russia has been put in a defensive 
position on the issue of its neighbors. 
But the relations between Russia 
and its neighbors cannot be cut in 
a short time considering the tradi- 
tional political, cultural, economic 
and social interdependence. 

Russia is focusing on its economic 
development now. It is trying to entice 
its neighbors back into the fold, replac- 
ing the traditional close ties with 
normal state-to-state relations. 

— Yang Li, researcher of the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States, Institute of International 
Studies, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs 


SEC to Shut Mutual Fund 
Trading Window 

Washington, December 3 (Reuters) - The 
US Securities and Exchange Commission 
moved on Wednesday to slam the door on 
a mutual fund industry practice that has 
allowed illegal late trading to flourish, cheat- 
ing investors who play by the rules. 

The SEC voted 5-0 to propose that fund 
companies no longer accept buy and sell 
orders after markets close, usually at 4 pm 
EST, for trades to occur at that day’s price. 

If formally adopted, the proposal would 
end a practice in the $7 trillion mutual 
fund industry in which funds have accepted 
same-day orders after the market close from 
intermediaries, such as brokerages, which 
are supposed to ensure that the orders were 
placed with them before the close. 

(Kevin Drawbaugh) 



Ashikaga Bank President Yoshiaki Higano, left, 
bows with other senior officials at a news confer- 
ence. AP Photo 


State Takes Over Ashikaga 

Tokyo, December 1 (AFP) - Japan put 
insolvent regional lender Ashikaga Bank 
under state control while the Bank of Japan 
said it would inject one trillion yen ($9.2 bil- 
lion) into the short-term money market to 
ensure stability in the financial system. 

In 1998 and 1999, Tokyo injected 135 
billion yen into Ashikaga Bank as part of 
the government’s program to revive Japan’s 
fragile financial system but the money would 
“very likely be irrecoverable.” 

While major Japanese banks are improv- 
ing their balance sheets, regional banks are 
still hamstrung by deteriorating non-per- 
forming loans. 

South Korean Trade Surplus 
Hits Record High 

Seoul, December 1 (AFP) - South Korea 
posted a trade surplus of $2.87 billion in 
November, the highest monthly figure in 59 
months due to brisk exports. 

The surplus for the 11 months to Novem- 
ber rose to $13.45 billion from a surplus 
of $1.2 billion a year ago, the Ministry of 
Industry and Energy said. It forecast this 
year’s trade surplus would reach $15 bil- 
lion. 

The four major parts of South Korea’s 
exports are semiconductors, automobiles, 
wireless telecom equipment and computers. 

The country’s foreign currency reserve 
has climbed to $150,339 billion, ranking it 
fourth after Japan, China and Taiwan. 

Tiny Bhutan Aims to Become 
Smoke-free 

Thimphu, Bhutan, November 24 (The 
Christian Science Monitor) - Bhutan, a land- 
locked Buddhist kingdom, aims to become 
the world’s first tobacco-free nation. 

Out of 20 districts in the country, 19 have 
already banned the leaf, often on religious 
grounds. Thimphu, the capital is to follow 
suit next year. 

In the world’s poorest welfare state, stores 
in the capital have stopped selling tobacco 
products. Smokers have been forced to buy 
imported Indian cigarettes that cost more 
than 100 Indian rupees ($2). 

(Simon Montlake) 



4Ever Best Friends Reuters Photo 


Hew Threat to Barbie 

New York, December 3 (Reuters) - MGA 
Entertainment, the toymaker whose Bratz 
sent Barbie back to the drawing board, is 
rolling out its next round of fashion dolls 
just before Christmas. 

The privately held toymaker is launch- 
ing 4Ever Best Friends, a line of dolls that 
come two to a box, holding hands and mar- 
keted as “best friends.” 

“No doll is the same. They are on a 
matrix, so no combinations of skin tone, hair 
color, eye color, and fashions are the same,” 
said Isaac Larian, founder and CEO of MGA 
Entertainment. “We are very excited.” 

(Angela Moore) 
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Inflated cartoonish condoms greeted visitors young and 
old at Wangfujing on Monday. Photo by Huang Lian 


By Dong Nan 

Over the past week, the Chi- 
nese government and people have 
reacted with sympathy and of- 
fers of help to the November 
24 blaze at the Patrice Lumum- 
ba Peoples’ Friendship Univer- 
sity in Moscow that killed nine 
Chinese students. Four Chinese 
remain missing and 43 are re- 
ceiving treatment for injuries at 
Moscow hospitals. The fire took 
the lives of dozens of foreign stu- 
dents and injured scores. 

The day of the fire, the Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs and Min- 
istry of Education organized a 
special working group that flew 
to Moscow on November 27 to 


console survivors and handle re- 
lated affairs. 

“The Chinese government will 
do everything it can to help rela- 
tives of those students go to Rus- 
sia,” an anonymous Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs official told CCTV 
on November 25. 

The fire broke out around 
2:50 am and left at least 37 stu- 
dents from more than 20 coun- 
tries dead and another around 
200 injured and hospitalized 
at 11 Moscow hospitals. Among 
the Chinese victims, one of the 
dead and three of the injured 
are from Being. 

A push by the Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs also led the visa of- 


fice of the Russian Embassy to 
agree to issue free visas to rela- 
tives of students at the Russian 
university. To date, over 50 peo- 
ple have received visas and 43 
have gone to Moscow. 

Over the week, Beijing Youth 
Daily ran a special report on 
the tragic story of Beijing-native 
Li Sirui, who was killed in the 
blaze. Li’s parents are both laid-off 
workers and had to borrow large 
amounts of money from relatives 
to send their son abroad to study. 
The fire occurred the same day Li 
moved into the dormitory from a 
friend’s home. 

Li’s bereaved parents told 
Beijing Youth Daily that their 


Chen Nanhua was hospitalized for one day when she collapsed this weekend after hearing her son, Li Sirui (center of 
inset picture) in the dormitory fire in Moscow. Photo byJiaTing 


only wish is “to build Sirui a grave 
in a sunny place,” but all the fam- 
ily’s money has already gone to 
pay for his tuition. 

Following the publication of the 
report, many people have contacted 


Beijing Youth Daily to offer help. 

On Saturday, Chen Nanhua, 
Li’s mother, lost consciousness 
and was sent to hospital by her 
neighbors. When the taxi driver 
and doctors found out she was 


the mother of the local student 
that died in the Moscow fire, 
they all refused to take her mon- 
ey. She was released from the 
hospital the next day in healthy 
condition. 


Where, 

Oh Where, 

Can Our 
Big Dog GoP 

By Yu Shanshan 

The launch of the Beijing po- 
lice’s annual canine inspection 
campaign on Monday has wor- 
ried residents of a compound 
in the Zhongguancun area that 
have become attached to a tech- 
nically illegal member of their 
community - a medium-sized fe- 
male dog. Local regulations stip- 
ulate that a dog of that size 
cannot be raised in Zhongguan- 
cun, as residents are restricted 
to raising small dogs. 

In 2001, the residents basical- 
ly adopted the stray dog, quickly 
given the name Da Huang, just 
as the older buildings in the area 
were being razed to make room 
for new structures. It was as- 
sumed that the dog was aban- 
doned by its former owner. 

In the community, the dog 
made a bed of an old sofa and 
ate from rubbish bins. As time 
passed, some residents grew 
fond of the dog and started to 
feed her. Last spring, Da Huang 
found a smaller canine room- 
mate, who has since also been 
adopted by the community and 
dubbed Xiao Huang. 

Over the past couple of years, 
the dog population in the commu- 
nity has increased and owners 
have felt wary about Da Huang 
because of her larger size and 
presumed lack of rabies inocula- 
tion. One resident even called the 
police one night to take the dog 
away, but the effort was thwarted 
when Da Huang and Xiao Huang 
hid in a nearby woods. 

Before October, one more sym- 
pathetic resident sent the two 
dogs to a relatives’ home in Fang- 
shan District where larger dogs 
are allowed. Shortly after, how- 
ever, Da Huang ran away. 

On the morning of November 
24, 54 days after the move, Da 
Huang returned to the residen- 
tial community at Zhongguan- 
cun in terrible condition, just 
skin and bones, her yellow fur 
dirty and blackened, and with 
one bleeding paw. 

Her human friends tried to 
persuade the local police to 
make an exception and allow 
them to get dog raising licenses 
for Da Huang and Xiao Huang, 
but the police had no choice but 
refuse. 

Da Huang’s adopted family 
are hoping to find fellow dog lov- 
ers in a suburban area where 
the mutts could live in peace 
and safety. 


Baby Traders Face 
Execution 

By Dong Nan 

Last Sunday, the Guangxi Zhuang 
Autonomous Region Yulin Interme- 
diate People’s Court issued its judg- 
ment in the trial of China’s largest- 
ever case of baby trading (see “Babies 
for Sale” in the October 24 issue of 
Beijing Today). 

The two main defendants, Xie 
Deming and Cui Wenxian, were giv- 
en the death penalty, while four other 
defendants were sentenced to death 
with two-year probation and five got 
sentences of life imprisonment. The 
remaining 40 defendants were hit 
with prison terms of 18 months to 15 
years, with one exonerated from pun- 
ishment. 

Since the gang was uncovered 
this March, police have discovered 
the criminals were responsible for 
the sale of 147 infant children from 
Guangxi to Anhui and Hunan over 
a two-year period. 

Guangxi native Xie Deming, 57, 
involved six family members in the 
syndicate. They sold the babies for 
1,200 yuan each to a second group of 
traders, including Cui Wenxian, Zhao 
Hongliang, Ge Fashen and Cai Lip- 
ing, who transported the children over 
province lines and sold them to local 
baby traders. 

Cui doped the babies with sleeping 
pills to keep them from making noise 
during the covert transfers, causing 
the death of one infant. 

Snakehead Gets Death 
for Brownings 

By Wang Xiaoxiao 

The Miaoli Local Court of Taiwan 
sentenced Wang Chung-hsing, the main 
suspect in the drowning of six main- 
land women to death, on November 25. 

Wang’s accomplice, Ko Ching-song, 
received a lesser sentence of life impris- 
onment after informing on Wang, while 
two other men involved, Yeh Tlen-sheng 
and Tseng Chung-ming, received three 
years and two years in jail. 

Beijing Today reported on the trag- 
ic drownings on September 5. On Au- 
gust 26, the six Chinese women died 
after they were pushed overboard 
from the smugglers’ boat on the way 
to Taiwan. 

Fearing they would be stopped and 
arrested by Taiwanese coast guards, 
the four smugglers, members of what 
is popularly known as a “snakehead” 
gang, pushed a total of 26 women on 
their boat overboard near Tunghsiao 
on the island’s west coast. Six died and 
20 survived, though two of those suf- 
fered serious injuries. According to re- 
ports in the Taiwan press, the women 
who hailed from Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Hu- 
bei, Sichuan and Jilin provinces, were 
all between 21 and 28 years old, and 
were lured into the illegal deal by prom- 
ises of high-paying jobs in Taiwan. 


Customs to Destroy Originals 
of imported Movies 


By Wang Xiaoxiao 

In order to prevent pirating, 
Beijing Customs is planning to 
destroy 468 film copies of 46 ma- 
jor foreign movies imported by 
the China Zhongying Corpora- 
tion. Among the titles slated to 
bum are such already-screened 
hits as Jurassic Park 2. 

Since The Fugitive became 
the first foreign blockbuster im- 
ported into China and screened 
at legitimate movie theaters in 
1994, 150 foreign films have 


been officially brought to China. 
Regulations set by the State Ad- 
ministration of Radio, Film and 
Television stipulate that Zhon- 
gying is responsible for manag- 
ing all foreign movies, declaring 
them to customs and paying any 
necessary taxes. 

Zhongying and major foreign 
movie studies sign contracts on a 
movie-by-movie basis to destroy 
the original film copies of mov- 
ies imported to China after their 
time on the big screen is over. 


Alert Guards Avert Rail Disaster 


By Yu Shanshan 

Had if not been for the quick reactions 
of three railway patrolmen, a farmer sur- 
named Wang on his way to Beijing from 
Shandong Province to sell vegetables, 
would have been crushed by a hurtling 
train last Wednesday morning, according 
to a report in Beijing Youth Daily the 
next day. 

That fateful morning, Wang’s tractor 
ran out of gas and he had to ask a friend 
to tow it behind his car. As the two slow 
vehicles reached a junction 10 kilome- 
ters away from Fengshuang station in 
Fengtai District, the train crossing sig- 
nal rang. Hoping to save some time, the 
two men tried to get across the rails be- 
fore the train came through, but the steel 
wire connecting their vehicles suddenly 
snapped, leaving Wang’s tractor strand- 
ed on the tracks. Wang tried to push it 
the rest of the way, but the vehicle would 
not budge. 


With the heavily loaded train just 1.3 
kilometers away, three gatemen, Wu Yu- 
zhu, Cai Lianwang and Zhang Jianming, 
saw the potential disaster scene. Wu raced 
towards the train, waving a red flag to 
signal it to stop. Cai pushed the button 
for the emergency warning device, which 
can sound an alarm to trains in danger at 
distances up to five kilometers and manu- 
ally switched the traffic light at the junc- 
tion from green to red, as Zhang quickly 
set up a stop sign at the intersection. 

After receiving the warnings, the con- 
ductor hit the emergency brakes, and the 
train ended up grinding to a full stop 
just 150 meters from Wang and his dead 
tractor. The whole incident took place in 
less than two minutes. Within another 14 
minutes, the tractor was moved off the 
tracks, the train resumed its course and 
traffic returned to normal. 

Wang was very lucky, as the incident 
occurred just before the three gatemen 


were set to leave work and head for home. 
Three similar events took place in Octo- 
ber, according to Bai Lin, supervisor of 
the junction patrol station. 

According to statistics from the Beijing 
branch of the national railway bureau, 
there are 481 rail junctions in Beijing, 
more than 300 of which are located within 
the area of the Fourth Ring Road. Nearly 
225 of those stations are not guarded or 
otherwise supervised. 

National regulations stipulate that 
there should be only one junction for ev- 
ery two kilometers of railway, but the 
number in Beijing clearly surpasses that 
standard. On the Jingcheng line, which 
goes from Beijing to Chengde, Hebei prov- 
ince, there is a junction nearly every kilo- 
meter on the section between the Beijing 
station and Miyun station. The local rail- 
way bureau has started to try to solve 
the dangerous situation by building new 
overpasses and bypass roads. 


AIDS Campaign Takes 


to the Street 


By Ji Runjun 

On Monday, World AIDS Day, major activities were 
held on Wangfujing Street and at a local university to 
spread the word of AIDS prevention. 

At the Wangfujing event, actors and AIDS activists 
Pu Cunxin and Jiang Wenli gave speeches from a po- 
dium festively decorated with thousands of condoms. 
Condom mascots also drew a lot of attention, even 
from pre-pubescent visitors. 

The fun activity organized at Tsinghua University 
that day may serve as a model for similar events to be 
held at schools around the country. 


Photo Expo Shows 


lots ol Skin 


By Zhao Hongyi 

Thanks to the sponsorship of 
the Australian Embassy, Raw- 
moves, a ten-day exhibition of the 
works of Australian photographer 
James Houston, opened at the 
Jintai Art Museum in Chaoyang 
Park on November 28. 

The 40 black-and-white pho- 
tos on show reveal Houston’s 
focus on the human body and 
were taken during performances 
by the Sydney Dance Company, 
Australian Ballet, and Bangar- 
ra Dance Theatre, a troupe of 
young dancers that focus on the 
lives of Australia’s aboriginal 
people. The select works come 
from over 600 rolls of film Hous- 
ton shot in just five days. 

“Watching people express 
themselves through forms and 
movements is an inspiration to 
me and my work,” Houston said 
at the opening ceremony of the 
show. He has earned a repu- 
tation for his photographs of 


nudes, one of which became the 
first nude to grace the cover of 
the Australian edition of Vogue 
magazine in October 1997. 

Beijing is the last stop in the 
exhibition’s tour, which has al- 
ready taken the shots to Tai- 
wan, Guangzhou, Hong Kong 
and Shanghai. 


Rawmoves, a show of works by James 
Houston, runs until Monday. 
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China’s New Elite 


I drive a... 


By Dong Nan 

D ifferent behavior, aspirations 
and consumption patterns 
can be seen among Chi- 
na’s elite living in Beijing, Shang- 
hai and Guangzhou, according to 
a survey published by the Far 
Eastern Economic Review earlier 
this month. 

“The survey finds that although 
China’s elite living in Beijing, 
Shanghai and Guangzhou earn 
roughly the same income, their be- 
havior and lifestyle can be very dif- 
ferent,” according to the writer of 
the report, Nury Vittachi. 

The survey, called China’s 
Elite, also revealed insights into 
consumerism in China and about 
the battle of the sexes. 

This is the sixth time Far East- 
ern Economic Review has con- 
ducted its annual China’s Elite 
survey. It aims to be a compre- 
hensive study of lifestyles, hab- 
its and aspirations of executives 
in China. Nearly 1,100 face-to- 
face interviews were conducted 
between August and September 
in the three cities. 

The 2003 study was conduct- 
ed by independent research firm 
Synovate and was sponsored by 
Amercian Express. 

Differences between three 
cities 

The probe shows that the 
Beijing business elite is the most 
high-tech savvy, with an insatia- 
ble appetite for news and infor- 
mation. Shanghai people have the 
most international mindset, while 
in Guangzhou, executives are most 
interested in playing sports and 
going to concerts and shows. 

“Beijing is the home of Tech 
man,” said the report. 73% of 
Beijing people confidently said, “I 
am used to Internet surfing.” In 
Shanghai, the percentage was 64%, 
while in Guangzhou, just over half 
(57%) claimed to be web literate. 
More than 60% of Beijing exec- 
utives use the computer “a lot”. 
In Shanghai and Guangzhou, the 
numbers are around 40%. 

When asked about their in- 
ternational sources for business 
news, almost 60% of Beijing exec- 
utives chose “the Internet”, while 
in Shanghai and Guangzhou, less 
than one half went online for 
their business news. 

More than 80% of Beijing peo- 
ple read newspapers daily, again 
a larger number than that of 
Shanghai and Guangzhou. The 
number of people professing to 
be interested in stock prices was 
also largest in Beijing (21%). 

It seems that Beijing execu- 
tives also prefer to get informa- 
tion from mobile phones. Among 
them, 94% carry a mobile phone, 


I carry a mobile phone 
I read the news daily 
I use computers a lot 
I eat fast food regularly 
I take part in sports 
I watch stock prices 
I attend cultural events 
I wear designer clothes 


94% 
79% 
86% 




Average 

Beijing 

Shanghai 

Guangzhou 

Volkswagen 

17% 

28% 

17% 

6% 

Audi 

4% 

6% 

3% 

2% 

Honda 

4% 

4% 

3% 

5% 

Buike GM 

3% 

3% 

6% 

1% 

Toyota 

3% 

2% 

1% 

5% 

Nissan 

2% 

4% 

1% 

1% 

BMW 

1% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

Hyundai 

1% 

1% 

1% 

1% 


Drinks I consumed recently 
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Beijing 
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Shanghai 
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Guangzhou 
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beijing 

Remy Marting 

9% 

9% 
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Shanghai 

Hennessy 

6% 
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4% 
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3% 

5% 

1% 
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0 

8% 
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I would sacrifice family time for work 


Shanghai 


Guangzhou 


Beijing 



Benefits from my job 



Beijing 

Shanghai 

Guangzhou 

performance bonus 

31% 

38% 

32% 

training courses 

21% 

32% 

32% 

company car 

36% 

37% 

19% 

profit share 

20% 

23% 

18% 

health insurance 

78% 

86% 

66% 

retirement plan 

68% 

81% 

64% 

paid holidays 

59% 

42% 

53% 

annual pay rise 

55% 

35% 

33% 


followed by 86% in Guangzhou 
and 79% in Shanghai. 

The survey shows that Shang- 
hai people are the least likely 
to use mobile phones or partici- 
pate in out-of-door activities. 79% 
of Shanghai people have mobile 
phones, the lowest number in the 
three cities. And the number of 
Shanghai people who like to take 
part in sports or attend cultural 
events was the lowest of the three 
cities as well. 

But this does not necessarily 
mean that Shanghai people are 
Philistines or merely stay-at-home 
types. Instead, they enjoy relax- 
ing at home and pay more atten- 
tion to quality of life. Less than 
20% of Shanghai people eat fast 
food regularly, the least in the 
three cities. And more than 70% 
of Beijing and Guangzhou people 
complained, “I am too busy, I 
need to relax,” while only 60% of 
Shanghai people said the same. 

Shanghai people also appear to 
have the most international mind- 
set. When asked about their sourc- 
es for business news, the number 
of Shanghai people who chose “in- 
ternational newspapers” and “in- 
ternational magazines” was the 
largest in the three cities. 

Compared with their Beijing 
and Shanghai counterparts, 
Guangzhou executives are more 
“active”. The percentage of them 
who are willing to engage in sports 
or culture events was the largest 
in the three cities. And they are 
more likely to fly first class. 

Though only 57% of Guangzhou 
people say they are competent 
at Internet surfing, and less 
Guangzhou people use the Inter- 
net to gather business news or 
read foreign newspapers and mag- 
azines, they have more chances to 
watch international TV channels. 
More than 30% of Guangzhou peo- 
ple say they get business news 


from “international TV”, while in 
Beijing and Shanghai, the num- 
bers are around 10%. 

An internationalized consumer- 
ism 

Three out of five people say 
they prefer to choose products 
with familiar bands. But the rule 
is not uniform between the sex- 
es. Men are particularly likely 
to make their decisions by brand 
instead of price, while women are 
more likely to make their final 
decision based on pricing. 

According to the survey, 
among people under 35 years old, 
74 percent thought that interna- 
tional appearance was a key fac- 
tor in their shopping decisions. 
When buying clothes, British la- 
bel Alfred Dunhill is the most 
popular fashion name in the cit- 
ies, followed by France’s Cartier, 
Italy’s Gianni Versace and the 
French Louis Vuitton. 

When it comes to ownership of 
high-priced watches (more than 
$500), three brands stand out: 
Longines, Omega and Seiko. But 
while these are the brands most 
purchased, respondents say that 
the most prestigious watch brand 
is Rolex. 

Japanese brand Suntory was 
the single most consumed up- 
market drink in Shanghai in the 
four weeks prior to the survey 
being taken, and French cognac 
brands Remy Martin, Hennessy 
and Martell can take comfort 
from being consumed widely. 

As for cars, Volkswagen enjoys 
easily the highest popularity, fol- 
lowed by Audi, Honda, GM and 
Toyota. Nissan, BMW and Hyun- 
dai were mentioned as well. 

The most well-known and used 
international tech brands are In- 
tel, Hewlett-Packard and Dell. Be- 
sides computers, the survey shows 
that executives own many other 
high-tech products which are pop- 


ular around the world, such as 
handheld computers, MP3 music 
players, video game consoles, DVD 
players and SMS services. 

“China’s consumers are dis- 
cerning and are revealing a pref- 
erence for international brands,” 
commented Jia Lijun, vice pres- 
ident and country manager of 
American Express in China. 
Career and income 

There is a 12% difference be- 
tween the salaries of men and their 
female counterparts, with respec- 
tive monthly salaries of 6,036 yuan 
and 5,377 yuan — equivalent to 
$730 and $650. And the difference 
is increasing. Men reported that 
their salaries climbed an average 
of 1.82% over the past year, while 
women said theirs had gone up 
just 1.04%. In general, the sala- 
ries of older people fell in the 12 
months prior to the survey, while 
those of younger people climbed. 

The survey shows that to 
Beijing men, work is a far higher 
priority than family. To Shang- 
hai and Guangzhou people, the 
choice is a little tougher. Female 
respondents were far more likely 
to choose the family option than 
their male counterparts. 

What are these individuals 
looking for? It isn’t just money. 
Social status, most respondents 
agreed, was more important than 
wealth. And the majority of re- 
spondents said they would def- 
initely prefer to spend their 
cash on “green,” or environmen- 
tally friendly, versions of prod- 
ucts rather than ordinary ones. 

When asked about “benefits 
from my job”, many different 
answers were given, including 
performance bonuses, training 
courses, company cars, health in- 
surance, retirement plans, paid 
holidays and annual pay rises. 

(Source: Far Eastern Eco- 
nomic Review ) 
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pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great Wall 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the 
lots interesting place,it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, 
walnut,chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. 

From August 25 to October,Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
"Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 
Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen 
Web site: www.Xiangshuihu.com 




The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1 000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 

!WMii : 6:00 - 8:30, 
30 7 e/^, 400 7t/^ , 1 000 o 

68499696 



tom 

The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides tun and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have tree and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour.Swimming and diving summer camp„ Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
week.Place for signing up: The Professional Club ofthe Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
take bus no. 81 1 or Te 6 and get off at Renming Daxue stop. 
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HIV Thieves Detained 


By Sun Ming 

A gang of thirteen HIV-posi- 
tive thieves were detained 
last Monday in Hangzhou, 
capital of Zhejiang Province. It 
is the first time so many HIV- 
carrying suspects have been de- 
tained at the same time. 

In China, criminal suspects 
who are found to be HIV-positive 
are usually swiftly released be- 
cause police are afraid of their 
disease spreading. It’s a growing 
problem because, not surprising- 
ly, many of these people become 
regular offenders. 

But the authorities around 
China are now realizing they 
have to deal with the issue. On 
October 28, Liu Gang (pseud- 
onym), an HIV-positive suspect 
in another case was moved to 
a detention center in Wuhan, 
Hubei Province with a separate 
cell which was described as the 
first in China to be specially pre- 
pared for HIV-positive suspects. 
Beijing Today reported the event 
on November 21. 

13 HIV-carriers arrested 

On November 15, two patrol 
policemen captured three thieves 
in a supermarket in Hangzhou. 
All of them claimed that they 
were HIV carriers and two were 
later confirmed to be carrying 
the virus. 

The three suspects confessed 
they belonged to a large bur- 
glary ring, most of whose mem- 
bers had caught HIV through 
drug injection. 

On November 17, policemen 
from Xihu Police Station caught 
another 23 members of the ring 
in an apartment in the suburbs 
of Hangzhou. The 26 members 
of the ring were all from Luzhai 
county in Guangxi Zhuang Au- 
tonomous Region. 

“They all shoutedT have AIDS!’ 
when we rounded them up,” Wang 
Qinkun, the deputy director of the 
police station, told News Morn- 
ing Post, a local newspaper in 
Hangzhou on November 21. 

After medical tests, including 
the two suspects arrested on 
November 15, 13 members of 
the ring in total were found 
to be HIV-positive, according to 
Hangzhou Police. 

These suspects were sent to 
the Compulsory Drug Quitting 
Center of Hangzhou Public Se- 
curity Bureau on November 17. 
This time, they weren’t simply 
set free. After seven days’ thera- 
py, they were moved into deten- 
tion last Monday. 

Careful preparation 

‘We’d prepared special deten- 
tion cells for them before they were 
arrested,” Ni Hongfeng, the direc- 
tor of Xihu Detention Center, told 
Xinmin Weekend on Saturday. 

Xihu Detention Center pre- 
pared several special cells and 
purchased daily necessities for 
these rare inmates. Police officers 
working on the case were also 
provided with protective equip- 
ment including helmets, masks 
and gloves. 

“It’s time for us to take mea- 
sures to deal with HIV-positive 
criminals. This burglary ring has 
carried out crimes in the city 
since 1999 and was involved in 
at least 600 cases,” said Ni. 

According to Hangzhou Police, 
in the past six years, over 100 
HIV-carrying thieves have been 
arrested in the city. Most were 
youths, the youngest being only 
12 years old. 

“Each time, we had to let them 
go because they were HIV carri- 
ers,” said Wang Qinkun, deputy 
director of Xihu Police Station. 
“This seemed to increase their 
boldness. Sometimes they were 
sent to a compulsory drug quit- 
ting center. However, after they 
were released, they began taking 
drugs and stealing again.” 

Wang explained that police 
were worried it would be hard to 
prevent the virus from infecting 
others in detention or in prison. 

According to China’s admin- 
istrative detention regulations, 
criminal suspects must receive 
a health check-up before being 
detained. Criminal suspects suf- 
fering acute infectious disease 
are not detained. They should re- 


| Each time, we 
had to let them 
go because they 
were HIV carriers. 
This seemed to 
increase their 
boldness. 

Sometimes they 
were sent to a 
compulsory drug 
quitting center. 
However, after they 
were released, they 
began taking drugs 
and stealing again.” 

— Wang Qinkun, deputy 
director of Xihu Police 
Station. 


ceive medical care first. 

“Actually, AIDS is not an acute 
infectious disease. We need to 
take special measures to deal 
with these suspects,” said Wang. 

Early in March this year, 
Hangzhou police seized 10 bur- 
glars. Most of them came from 
Guangxi. Among the 10, five were 
HIV carriers. The police had to 
release the five after discovering 
their condition, Xinhua News re- 
ported last Tuesday. 

Getting away with it 

A reporter from News Morn- 
ing Post was permitted to in- 
terview some suspects of the 
burglary ring at the Drug Quit- 
ting Center of Hangzhou Public 
Security Bureau on November 
20, three days after the men were 
arrested. 

“I don’t think they’ll keep me 
here long,” suspect Chen Shujie 
(pseudonym) told the newspaper. 
Chen, 20, came to Hangzhou in 
1999 in order to get money to 
take drugs. He has been a drug 
user since the age of 13. 

“I can’t count the number of 
times that I was captured. I found 
out about my illness in 2000 after 
I had been arrested, but I was soon 
released,” said Chen. 

Chen said that he once wept 
at night after discovering his ill- 
ness. But gradually, he became 
more philosophical. “I’ve been a 
drug taker for so long, so I’ve al- 
ready destroyed my own life. And 
the HIV virus can scare off po- 
lice and other people. Many oth- 
er sufferers are doing the same 
thing,” said Chen. 

Chen soon became an expert 
pickpocket. It was an easy way 
to make money. Usually he could 
get 600 yuan in one day, enough 
to feed his heroin habit. 

“He stole whenever he need- 
ed money. Chen didn’t even try 
escaping when he saw the police 
coming. He knew that he would 
soon be released,” said News 
Morning Post on November 21. 

Chen said that his addiction 
was not as serious as some of 
his partners in crime. Some of 
them needed to take drugs cost- 
ing around 500 yuan per day. 

Qin Damei, another member 
of the gang, told the newspaper 
he had heard of some people de- 
liberately contracting AIDS in 
order to scare off the police. 

“Qin said some drug takers 
used a syringe to extract blood 
from one HIV carrier in the 
gang and inject it into their own 
body. Some of them were not dis- 
turbed by contracting AIDS. In- 
stead they believed that the only 
way to treat AIDS was to take 
drugs. Every night they went out 
to steal and then brought drugs. 
As many shared syringes, the in- 
fection spread easily,” said News 
Morning Post on November 21. 

Wei Laoliu (pseudonym), 22, 
had already been sent to drug- 
quitting centers several times by 
police, but after around 10 days, 
he would be released and would 
then continue his stealing. 

When asked about the future, 
Wei said that he had no future. 
“I have no money. Because I’m a 


drug taker and an AIDS patient, 
I can’t find a job. I can only wait 
until my death.” 

“Hangzhou is quite rich so 
that’s why we came here,” Ma 
Wei (pseudonym), another mem- 
ber of the gang told News Morn- 
ing Post. 

Influenced by a friend, Ma be- 
gan to take drugs three years ago. 
He also contracted HIV through 
drug injection. 

“After I caught AIDS, I wasn’t 
afraid of being captured. And as 
a drug taker, I don’t have that 
long left anyway,” said Ma. 

According to Hangzhou Po- 
lice, they once found a letter 
from an HIV-positive thief. In 
it, he invited a fellow towns- 
man to join him in Hangzhou. 
“People in Hangzhou are quite 
rich. And the police won’t beat 
you or detain you if you are an 
HIV-carrier.” 

Too expensive 

“We lack experience in this form 
of special detention,” said Ni Hon- 
gfeng, the director of Xihu Deten- 
tion Center. Ni said that some of 
the 13 HIV-positive suspects had 
already shown the symptoms of 
developing full-blown AIDS. “We 
can only provide medicine for fever 
or stomachache.” 

The issue of how to deal with 
HIV-infected criminals has become 
a hot topic. Some cities, such as 
Wenzhou, are planning to set up 
special hospitals to both treat and 
detain these criminals. 

“Money is a big problem,” an 
official from Hangzhou Public 
Security Bureau who refused to 
publish his name told Beijing To- 
day on Monday. 

The official said that the med- 
ical expenditure for one HIV-pos- 
itive patient is around 100,000 
yuan per year, depending on how 
advanced the condition. “Once 
they are sentenced, detaining 
them in prison is also a prob- 
lem,” said the official. 



One of the HIV-positive suspects 
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Ice lords on Trial 


By Sun Ming 

T he trial of ten defendants 
in China’s biggest ever 
drug case involving “ice” 
opened at Guangzhou Interme- 
diate People’s Court in Guang- 
dong Province last Thursday. 

The defendants are charged 
with illegally producing and 
trafficking more than 12.36 tons 
of the pure methamphetamine, 
known popularly as ice, between 
January and October of 1999. 

According to Guangzhou Po- 
lice, the drugs seized had been 
produced by chemical synthesis 
over a period of 10 months. The 
ice police found was nearly equal 
in quantity to the total amount 
of ice seized worldwide in 1998. 
Huge haul found by accident 
Zhang Qisheng, 44, is the al- 
leged boss of the massive ice pro- 
duction and smuggling network. 
He was traced by police during 
the investigation into another 
drug lord, Tan Xiaolin, whose 
smuggling racket was cracked 
by police in 1999. 

On November 4, a car car- 
rying 119 kilograms of heroin 
arrived at a warehouse in the 
suburbs of Guangzhou. Armed 
police arrested four men on the 


spot. Luo Jianguang and Wang 
Luyu were the drivers of the 
car and Zhuang Shuncheng and 
Tang Wen were about to take 
possession of the heroin. 

The four men admitted that 
they were members of the Tan 
Xiaolin group. They had trans- 
ported the heroin from Ruili 
City in western Yunnan Prov- 
ince, which is bordered by Bur- 
ma, to Guangzhou for sale. They 
intended to store the heroin in 
the warehouse. 

A surprise was awaiting the 
police when they searched the 
warehouse. They found 11.08 
tons of ice. The four drug smug- 
glers denied that the ice had 
anything to do with them or 
their boss Tan Xiaolin. Police 
seized another 1.28 tons of ice 
in Puning, a city in eastern 
Guangdong Province, 14 days 
later. In total, they had found 
12.36 tons of ice. 

Ice factory 

Guangzhou Police soon dis- 
covered that the ice belonged to 
Zhang Qisheng who had smug- 
gled heroin with Tan Xiaolin 
for several years. The ice was 
produced by Zhang Qisheng’s 
gang in an agricultural chemi- 



Burning the ice 


Photo by Photocome 


cal factory in Yinchuan City, in 
northwestern Ningxia Hui Au- 
tonomous Region. 

Produced between January 
and October 1999 in Yinchuan, 
the ice was transported to 
Guangzhou for sale. 

According to the public pros- 
ecutor, when police arrived at 
the site where the agricultural 
chemical factory was located, 
the facilities used for manufac- 
turing the ice had already been 
transported to Shanghai and 
Fujian. The gang planned to es- 
tablish factories to manufacture 
ice in the two cities. 

Zhang extradited to China 

On November 10 1999, Zhang 
Qisheng fled to Thailand from 
Kunming using a counterfeit 
Chinese passport under the 
name Zhang Zhongheng. Other 
members of the gang fled to var- 
ious parts of China, according to 
Guangzhou Police. 

Guangdong Provincial Bu- 
reau of Public Security imme- 
diately established a task force 
on November 19 to handle the 
case and sought both interna- 
tional and domestic cooperation 
to help in tracking down the 
suspects. 

Zhang was later picked up by 
Thai police in October, 2000. Be- 
cause Zhang hadn’t committed 
a crime in Thailand, he was sen- 
tenced to one year and a half in 
jail in Thailand for using a fake 
passport to enter the country. 
With the help of Interpol China, 
Zhang was extradited to China 
on June 27 2002, after complet- 
ing his jail term in Thailand. 

By January this year, nine 
other suspects had been arrest- 
ed in China. But one remaining 
leader of the gang, Chen Bingxi, 
is still at large. Guangzhou 
Procuratorate instituted prose- 
cution against the suspects on 
charges of manufacturing and 
trafficking drugs on August 22 
this year. 


Family affair 

All ten members of the drug 
gang are from Puning City, 
Guangdong Province and some 
of them are relatives. Zhang 
Shaoxian, 38, is the wife of 
Zhang Qisheng, the head of 
the gang. She was accused of 
harboring illegal money for 
her husband. Zhang Qibin, 
35, Zhang Qisheng’s younger 
brother, was accused of illegal- 
ly trafficking ice. 

Brothers Ji Wenlong, Ji 
Wencheng and Ji Wensheng are 
accused of illegally manufactur- 
ing and trafficking drugs. 

“The trial last Thursday at- 
tracted nearly one hundred peo- 
ple. 44-year-old Zhang Qisheng 
looked quite calm. He denied 
all the accusations, saying his 
confession had been extracted 
under torture by the police,” re- 
ported Southern Daily, a local 
newspaper in Guangzhou. 

The other defendants also de- 
nied the accusations. 

Zhang Shaoxian is the only 
one female defendant in the 
case. She cried in court and 
claimed that she’d never har- 
bored illegal money for her 
husband. When asked to ac- 
count for the ten million yuan 
she transferred to Thailand 
through illegal underground 
banking, she answered that the 
money had been earned by her 
husband legally. 

According to the public pros- 
ecutor, while Zhang Qisheng 
was at large in Thailand, he 
called his wife in Guangzhou 
and asked her to transfer the 
money to Thailand. The public 
prosecutors believe that Zhang 
earned the money through man- 
ufacturing and trafficking ice. 
However, Zhang Qisheng and his 
wife insisted that they earned 
the money by speculating on the 
stock market. 

The case is still under inves- 
tigation. 
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‘We think the rental 
market has great 
potential, but we must 
make it clear to our 
fellow citizens that it 
is impossible to strike 
oil by renting their 
houses during the 
Olympics. Only when 
the landowners and 
tenants reach an 
agreement on the rent, 
can this plan be 
meaningful.’ 

— Spyros Kapralos, one of the 
executive members of ATHOC 




By Chen Dechang/ Jiang Hao 

We started out in a small Bens 
bus from the center of Athens, 
passed through the crowded 
streets and after driving north 
on an expressway we reached the 
Olympic village at the foot of the 
Parnitha Mountain. 

The spokesman for the 
Information Division of the 2004 
Olympic Village Company Ltd. 
introduced the Olympic Village 
to us. It consists of three parts, 
accommodation, green areas and 
pubic facilities. The 
accommodation part includes 366 
apartment buildings of two to four 
storeys with 2,292 apartments. 
Public facilities include a 
recreation center, cultural center, 
religious activity center, dining 
area, news center for delegations, 
commercial center and other 
service facilities. 

With a total construction area 
of 1.24 million square meters and 
a total investment of US$316 
million, the Olympic Village will 
be completed by February, 2004. 
Meanwhile, a wide new 
expressway will connect the 
village with the Olympic Sports 
Center (the main venue for the 
2004 Olympics) in the north 
suburbs of Athens. The 
10-kilometer journey will take 
about 20 minutes. 

This beautiful Olympic Village 
will receive 17,5000 athletes 
attending the summer Olympics 
and the 6,000 handicapped 
athletes for the following Special 
Olympics. 

After the two games, the 
whole Olympic Village will be 
taken over by the Greek Housing 
Organization for Workers. These 
apartments will be distributed 
to low-income families according 
to the national housing scheme 
rather than being sold on the 
market at a much higher price. 

We were told that construction 
of the village has been conducted 
according to the highest European 
standards. We saw technicians 
testing the quality of materials, 
even the cement. They told us 
that only after stringent tests 
prove the quality is up to scratch 
can the cement be put into use. 


By Geng Zhensong/ Jiang Hao 

A s the Vice Minister of 
Information and Mass 
Media of Greece, 
Telemachos Chyt iris, pointed out 
to us, “Greece is the smallest 
host country in modern Olympic 
history while China will be the 
largest.” But this doesn’t mean 
Greece is making any less effort. 

Local landmarks like the 
Acropolis signify the long 
history of the city. The crowded 
streets and the dense buildings 
also have a totally different 
atmosphere to most host cities 
we have visited. Indeed Greek 
history has hindered efforts 
to prepare for the games 
as organizers have to tread 
carefully around the numerous 
relics and ancient sites around 
the country, and the capital 
in particular. But this is not 
a frustration for Greek people. 
They tell us that visitors 
to Athens during the games 
will have a unique Olympic 
experience here. 

Luxurious liners to be turned 
into hotels 

Greece is a small country 
with a total population of just 
under 11 million. During the 
Olympic Games, Athens and its 
surrounding area will receive 
two million foreign guests. 
Finding accommodation for all 
these people has required some 
creative thinking. 

Organizers of the Sydney 
Olympics successfully arranged 
for visitors to live in the 
pleasure boats in the port. The 
Athens Organizing Committee 
(ATHOC) will follow suit, but 
on a larger scale. 

Piraeus is located in the 
suburbs of Athens. 15 large 
pleasure ships anchored there 
will provide over 3,000 rooms 
for the Olympics. The tenants 
will include sponsors, members 
of international sports 
organizations and tourists 
willing to spend big bucks. 

At the end of last year, 

Gianna Angelopoulos-Daskalaki, 
chairman of ATHOC, signed a 
contract with Cunard Line 
Shipping Company. According to 
the contract, ATHOC will rent the 
famous liner, the Queen Maiy II, 

The Old Mariner 


Inside the Old Mariner 


from the company and use it as an 
exclusive hotel on the sea. 

The Queen Mary II is 345 
metres long, 80 meters high, 
weighs 150,000 tons and cost 
$800 million to build. It has 10 
restaurants, 14 bars, and indoor 
and outdoor swimming pools and 
gymnasiums for those who want 
to get properly into the spirit 
of things. Boasting 1,137 guest- 
rooms and 173 suites, the liner 
can accommodate 3,000 guests. 

We visited another liner 
named “Old Mariner” which 
will also provide 
accommodation during the 
Olympics. While mooring off 
Athens so visitors can get 
to Olympic events easily, the 
luxury liners will also offer 
brief trips to local tourist 
attractions. 

Private houses to let 

Although at present it’s 
hard to work out how many 
tourists who will come to watch 
the games, ATHOC estimates 
that the daily demand for hotel 
beds will be 100,000 to 150,000 
during the Olympics. 

While luxury liners will 
provide extra accommodation 
for the champagne set, ATHOC 
also hopes to make 10,000 
private houses in Athens 
available for foreign guests to 
rent during the Olympics. 

This plan is named the 
“Family Involvement Project”. 
ATHOC hopes that Greek 
citizens who own properties can 
provide renting services. Many 
people have already said they 


will produced. 

The Food Service Department 
will select experienced high- 
quality food service companies 
through international tendering 
to provide the Olympics with 
the best food and service. These 
companies will be supervised by 
the Food Service Department. 

In addition, ATHOC will work 
closely with security 
departments and Greek 
government agencies in charge of 
food security. 

Lower ticket price 

Tickets for the 2004 Olympics 
began to be sold to the public 
last May. Given the initial 
response, ATHOC officials are 
urging people who wish to attend 
to buy as early as possible. 

A total of 3 million tickets 
will be sold, with an average 
price of 35 euros, 18 euros 
cheaper than tickets at the 2000 
Sydney Games. It’s a statistic 
in keeping with ATHOC’s pledge 
to keep commercialism to a 
minimum at the Athens games. 
But for those ready to splurge, 
a set of tickets called “Olympic 
Experience” will be available for 
a mighty 71,000 euros and will 
enable spectators to attend all 
the events at the games. 

It is estimated the most 
popular tickets will be those 
for the swimming and track 
and field events. The price 
of these tickets range from 
40 to 90 euros. The original 
price for tickets to the opening 
ceremony was 100 euros, but 
it skyrocketed to 950 euros 
after the first day of public sales. 
The ATHOC officials revealed 
that although the Main Stadium 
where the Opening Ceremony 
of the 2004 Olympics will be 
held can only accommodate 

70,000 people, they have 
received 


280,000 applications for tickets. 
Huge investment to improve 
city environment 

After being elected mayor 
of Athens in October, 2002, 
Dora Bakoyannis announced a 
new construction plan for the 
city on February 10, 2003. 
According to the blueprint, 95 
million euros will be invested 
for necessary construction 
projects, such as renovating 
old buildings, planting trees 
and flowers, recovering and 
recycling waste material and 
building temporary shelters for 
homeless people. 

The blueprint aimed for 
about 5,000 buildings to be 
redecorated and for 10,000 
trees to be planted. Plans for 
waste material treatment will 
also be expensive, at more than 
35.8 million euros. 

The Greek Government is 
doing their best for the coming 
Olympics. Although in this 
process they have been 
subjected to many criticisms, 
their enthusiasm and 
conscientiousness during our 
interviews have conveyed a 
strong sense that the 2004 
games in the birthplace of the 
Olympics are bound to succeed. 


Photos by Cheng Tieliang 


wish to participate in this project 
and earn some extra money. 
However, Spyros Kapralos, one 
of the executive members of 
ATHOC, appealed to citizens 
saying they should not plan to 
take advantage of the Olympics 
to reap a big profit. “This plan 
is on behalf of tourists from 
around the world. We think 
the rental market has great 
potential, but we must make 
it clear to our fellow citizens 
that it is impossible to strike oil 
by renting their houses during 
the Olympics. Only when the 
landowners and tenants reach 
an agreement on the rent, can 
this plan be meaningful.” 

Two companies have been 
authorized to execute this plan 
of providing house-renting 
services to foreign guests, 
“Alpha Hospitality Company 
2004” and “Greek Hospitality 
Company”. Representatives 
from the two companies 
announced at a press 
conference organized by 
ATHOC that the plan will 
begin early next year. The 
rental period will be from July 
10 to September 10, 2004 and 
guests will be able to rent 
houses for anything from three 
days up to two months. 

Olympic chow 

ATHOC estimates 
that 12 million meals 
will be provided to 
athletes, coaches, 
workers technicians, 
reporters, sponsors and 
spectators during the games. The 
Food Service Department within 
ATHOC aims to guarantee high 
quality food and service. Special 
food for ethnic groups will be 
provided as well as traditional 
Greek cuisine. 

In the Olympic Village, food 
will be provided to 22,000 
people 24 hours a day. At least 

50,000 meals according to 1,500 
recipes from different countries 
will be provided every day. 100 
tons of food will be consumed 
daily and 55 tons of garbage 


iiIJING TODAY 


EDITOR: XIAO RONG DESIGNER: PANG LEI 


Olympic Village: 

A Beautiful Scene 




© FAC E * l 


1EUING TODAY 


E-mail: zhaopu@ynet.com 


DECEMBER 5, 2003 



EDITORS: ZHAO PU SHAN JINLIANG DESIGNER: PANG LEI 







Banging the drum for Dunhuang culture. 
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Photos by Zhang Yongju 


listed as a World Cultural 
Heritage site by UNESCO in 
December 1987. 

Before Zhang’s arrival, most 
of the preservation work 
consisted of rudimentary 
physical repairs, and the 
research approach was quite 
limited. In cooperation with US 
and Japanese researchers, Zhang 
helped develop a system for 
monitoring changes in the caves’ 
conditions over 24 hours. 

Zhang later played a part 
in the International Conference 
on the Conservation of Ancient 
Sites on the Silk Road in 1993. 
“The Getty Conservation Institute 
in the US and the Japanese 
National Cultural Properties 
Research Institute attended the 
event, and The Times and New 
York Times reported on it,” he says 
with pride. 

From research to business 

After the Silk Road event, 
the Japanese National 
Cultural Properties 
Research Institute 
offered to sponsor Zhang 
in studying for a mater’s 
degree on cultural relics 
conservation, but he 
decided it was time to 
take a different path. 

Deng Xiaoping had 
recently been calling for 
civil servants to consider 
quitting and moving into 
commerce, and Zhang 
heeded the advice. 

Zhang had read an 
essay by his daughter 
Zhang Mengxi, in which 
she said how nice it 
would be if scientists 
could make clothes for 
people to wear with coloi 
as pretty as the flowers 
in the park. Zhang put 
his mind to it and 
invited scholars from 
a few cotton research 
institutes in Gansu and 
Sichuan to help him 
with his project. In 1995. 
he successfully started 
producing colored 


One of the world-famous Mogao cave frescoes. 


cotton, and he displayed clothes 
made from his special material 
at the China International 
Clothing and Accessories Fair in 
October 1997. 

From early 1995 to late 1999, 
he worked as general manager 
for several cotton companies in 
Henan, Sichuan, Gansu, Xinjiang 
and Beijing, but he spent most of 
his time in Beijing. The market 
for colored cotton was growing 
fast, but Zhang was becoming 
restless again so he decided to 
study management at Tsinghua 
University for half a year in early 
2000. “If a man is bound up by 
making money, he will lose the joy 
of life,” he says. 

A new calling 

Zhang’s former boss at the 
Dunhuang Cultural Academy, Fan 
Jinshi, called him and invited 
him to come and help promote 
Dunhuang culture in September 
2000, but at first Zhang was not 
too enthusiastic. 

After a few talks with Fan, 
however, Zhang accepted the post 
of chairman of Beijing Great 
Dunhuang Culture Corporation, 
in which the Dunhuang Cultural 
Academy was the major 
shareholder. 

Early in 1992, the Dunhuang 
Musical Instruments Research 
Project was approved by the 
state, so local researchers set 
about reproducing 54 musical 
instruments which had been 
used more than 1,300 years 
before. Eleven years later, 
Dunhuang experts had produced 
180 replicas of 44 kinds of 
ancient musical instruments. 


Now, Zhang plans to organize a 
grand event combining Dunhuang 
music, fashion shows and dances. 
He hopes to hold a concert in 
Dunhuang next August. If it’s 
a success, Zhang plans to take 
the show on the road around 
China and even overseas. It’s all 
part of his Dunhuang Culture 
Revival Project, with one eye on 
the Olympic Games in 2008. 

“I hope Dunhuang can be 
represented along with the rest 
of Chinese culture in 2008 when 
Beijing holds the Olympics,” 

Zhang says. “Promoting the 
culture of Dunhuang is not just 
my job, it’s a cause for the whole of 
society,” he says. 

The strain of Zhang’s 
constant efforts is beginning to 
show. “My days are filled with 
Dunhuang. I even have to talk 
about business when having 
a drink with good friends,” 
he says. And Zhang has little 
time for his other interests like 
traveling and swimming. 

Part of the pressure he’s 
under comes from lack of funds. 
The music concert next August 
will cost three to five million 
yuan, and Zhang will only be 
able to apply for support from 
the government if it’s a success. 

At least he can count on his 
wife for support and assistance. 
“He is not a good husband 
really,” Ba says jokingly, while 
Zhang smiles. Their 16-year-old 
daughter Zhang Mengxi also 
believes in what her father is 
doing. “But he should drink less 
alcohol and stop smoking,” she 
told Beijing Today. 


By Shan Jinliang 

Z hang Yongjun, 41, is 

probably best known for 
the unique “colored cotton” 
textile he used to produce. 

But this restless jack-of-all- 
trades is now more interested 
in his current project - reviving 
the ancient local culture in 
Dunhuang. “I do not want 
to be known merely as the 
inventor of Chinese colored 
cotton,” he says. Zhang is now 
the chairman of Beijing Great 
Dunhuang Culture Corporation, 
an organization that develops 
and promotes Dunhuang 
cultural products. 

Zhang organized China’s first 
exhibition of replicas of ancient 
Dunhuang musical instruments 
in Beijing from November 16 to 
23, also holding a concert with the 
instruments in Majestic Garden, 
Haidian District. 

Some people consider Zhang 
to be a bit of an oddity as he 
has never stuck to one career. 

He gave up the opportunity to 
work in Beijing after graduating 
from Lanzhou University. As a 
physics major he had plenty of 
opportunities, but he decided to 
stay in Lanzhou and work for 
a local environment office. He 
later developed his own textile 
company and though he could 
have made a lot of money had 
he stuck with it, Zhang decided 
to move on to the area of 
Dunhuang culture. 

But Zhang’s wife, Ba Duofang, 
is not at all surprised by her 
husband’s meandering 
professional life. Ba comes from a 
rich family in Lanzhou and had 
to fight off a number of eager 
suitors while she was working as 
a local civil servant. But Zhang 
had something special about him, 
Ba told Beijing Today. “He had a 
peculiar kind of arrogance that set 
him apart,” she says. 

Tough childhood 

Zhang was bom in a small 
village near Weifang city, 
Shandong Province in 1962. After 
his father was imprisoned during 
the Cultural Revolution, Zhang 
soon found himself doing small 
jobs to help the family make 
some money. He also had to 
carry his younger brother (who 
was suffering from encephalitis) 
to school. 

Unfortunately, Zhang was not 
so good at his studies at senior 
middle school. The low point 
was when he scored three 
percent in a mathematics test. 
But the ensuing insults from 
his classmates persuaded him 
to study harder and he 
eventually made it into 


Zhang’s 24hr monitoring system 


the top 10 students in his local 
county. This enabled him to 
enter the Physics Department 
of Lanzhou University in Gansu 
Province in 1980. 

Gansu is known as a tough 
place to live, blighted by 
desertification, sandy winds and a 
water shortage. But while Zhang’s 
friends headed for Beijing after 
graduating in 1984, he decided 
to stay. “I was confident I would 
be able to find a good job 
there,” he says. He soon started 
working for a temporary local 
environmental administration, 
helping to publicize what they 
were doing. 

“Trees were being planted 
every year in Lanzhou, but 
no-one knew about it,” Zhang 
says. “I selected a place to 
film a video, explaining what 
we were doing. The two short 
video stories we did were later 
awarded a prize by China 
Central Television,” Zhang says. 

Three years later, Zhang 
decided it was time for something 
new. He felt like doing research 
and using his background in 
physics. In July 1987, Zhang 
learned that the Dunhuang 
Cultural Academy was 
looking for college students 
who had studied physics 
and chemistry to help 
preserve cultural relics. 
Zhang’s qualifications 
and his experience in 
environmental 
protection got him a 
job with the academy’s 
Conservation Institute. 

When he started, Zhang 
had almost no knowledge about 
Dunhuang, but he became 
fascinated by the frescos in the 
Mogao Caves. Dunhuang lies on 
the ancient Silk Road to the 
west of Xian, and was the center 
of a rich culture as well as 
movement of goods. The Mogao 
caves form probably the most 
celebrated repository of Buddhist 
art in the world. Efforts to 
preserve the caves gained new 
impetus after Mogao was officially 


Restoration at Qutan Temple 


Round pipa, a traditional Chinese 
musical instrument made from 
Dunhuang frescoes. 


A Different Path 
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Confucious 
Says ... 

The master and his followers 
said , or wrote, enough to fill 5,000 
volumes. Two major universities 
are now vying for the right to 
publish these complete works for 
the first time. 


By Yu Shanshan 

C onfucianism, Taoism and 
Buddhism constitute the 
essence of traditional 
Chinese culture. While both 
Taoists and Buddhists have long 
had their own “complete works,” 
or Ru Zang ( the Taoist Canon, 
or Tao Zang , and the Zhong 
Hua Da Zang Jing), followers 
of the teachings of Confucius 
have had to make do with a be- 
wildering variety of collections 
of Confucian writings, none of 
them complete. 

This situation is about to 
change, with both Beijing and 
Renmin universities preparing 
to compile and publish their 
own Ru Zang. 

Back in the Qing Dynasty, 
Confucian scholar Zhou Yong- 
nian started work on what was 
to have been the first Ru Zang , 
but the task proved too great 
for him. 

In November 2002, Beijing 
University began to discuss the 
possibility of the project, and in 
early 2003 formed a work group 


with Xu Zhihong, the universi- 
ty president, as director. Mean- 
while, also in November 2002, 
Renmin University established 
its Institute of Confucian Stud- 
ies, the first of its kind at any 
Chinese college or university. 
Within the first month of its es- 
tablishment, preparation work 
for their Ru Zang was under 
way. 

On August 4 this year, the 
Ministry of Education set 
“Confucius classics compilation 
and research” as one a bidding 
research project. 

Before the bid meeting was 
held, Beijing University’s Tang 
Yijie said, “According to our 
plan, no matter whether we win 
the bid or not, we will publish 
an essential works edition of 
around 500 volumes. If we win 
the bid, with national invest- 
ment, we will publish the com- 
plete edition, totaling some 
5,000 volumes.” 

Zhang Liwen, head of the In- 
stitute of Confucius Study of 
Renmin University said, “Even 


if we can’t get money from the 
ministry of education, we will 
get money to compile the work.” 
So far, Renmin University has 
raised 1 million yuan in for- 
eign investment. Song Zhiming, 
a member of the compilation 
group in Renmin University es- 
timated that it will at least cost 
800 million yuan to complete 
their project. 

According to 76-year-old Tan 
Yijie, who presides over the rou- 
tine work, Beijing University 
plans to spend ten years in com- 
piling an essential works edi- 
tion and another ten years on 
the complete edition. 

At Renmin University, 
68-year-old Zhang Liwen, who 
has been studying Confucian- 
ism for over 40 years, leads the 
compilation group. Their blue- 
print is divided into three parts: 
the major project (Ru Zang com- 
pilation, 500 volumes, some 500 
million words), the basic project 
(Confucius study) and a supple- 
mentary project (an electronic 
database). 


On November 6, scholars of 
Beijing University and Renmin 
University attended the bid meet- 
ing held by the Ministry of Ed- 
ucation. The final vote was for 
Beijing University (among five 
panel members, four agreed to let 
Beijing University preside over 
the compilation of Ru Zang). But 
Zhang Liwen told Beijing Today , 
“This is still not the final deci- 
sion. The ministry will consider 
other aspects and Renmin Uni- 
versity will catch up.” 

“Although Beijing Universi- 
ty has the strongest academic 
capability, the compilation proj- 
ect cannot be solely completed 
by one university or research 
group of one region,” Tang ad- 
mitted. So far,Tsinghua Univer- 
sity, Wuhan University, Fudan 
University, Beijing Normal Uni- 
versity and Sichuan University 
have also expressed interest 
taking part in the compilation 
work. Meanwhile Beijing Uni- 
versity has begun to enroll grad- 
uate students specially focusing 
on the project. 


Stamp Book Marks 125th 
Anniversary of Big Bragon 


By Zhang Huan 

A specially prepared book 
of precious stamps, 
titled Stamp Treasures 
of 100 Years, has gone on 
sale for 38,000 yuan at Beijing 
Wangfujing Bookstore. 

The volume has been 
specially made to commemorate 
the 125th anniversary of the 
“big dragon stamps”, the first 
set of stamps ever issued in 
China. 

The book contains 208 sets 
of copies of stamp treasures 
issued from the Qing Dynasty 
(1644-1911) up till the Cultural 
Revolution (1966-1976), and 
includes the famous big dragon 
stamps, small dragon stamps 
and commemorative stamps for 
the birthday of empress 
dowager Ci Xi, the power 
behind the throne of the 
Qing Dynasty from 1861 
to 1908. It took three 
years to complete the 
preparatory work for the 
book, because many of 
the rare stamps were so 
difficult to track down. 

The big dragon stamps 
are actually three stamps 
with the same design but 
different face value and 
color. There is a golden 
dragon at the center with 
colorful clouds and water 
waves in the background. 

The face value of the three 
stamps respectively are 1 


cent, 3 cents and 5 cents and the 
corresponding colors are green, 
red and orange. 

Famous as the big dragon 
stamps are among philatelists, 
there are few accurate records 
about their production. For 
example, there is no record of 
who the designer was. Many 
collectors believe they were 
designed by a foreigner, because 
in the background of the design 
is a six-story pagoda, which 
contradicts Buddhist practice. 
Buddhist pagodas always have 
an odd number of stories, as 
any Chinese artist would have 
known. Others insist the 
designer must have been 
Chinese though, since the 
design bears such a strong 


flavor of Chinese culture. 

There is also no accurate 
record of where the stamps were 
printed. It is said that the 
Publishing House of Shanghai 
Customs had been entrusted 
with the responsibility of 
printing the stamps, but when 
the publishing house moved 
from the Shanghai Customs 
building in 1954, many 
historical records, making it 
impossible to verify this claim. 

The only puzzle that has 
been settled is the date of 
issue of the stamps. Du 
Shengyu, a philatelic expert 
unearthed a record stating that 
the post office of Tianjin 
Customs received the first batch 
of big dragon stamps on July 
24, 1878, after a two-year 
search of the Shanghai 
Customs archives. This 
discovery was also 
confirmed by Xu Jialin, 
from Tianjin. Xu said his 
father-in-law, who was 
working in the post office 
of Tianjin Customs at that 
time, witnessed the sale of 
the first batch of stamps 
on July 24, 1878 as soon 
as they arrived at the 
post office, and actually 
bought one for himself. 

The reason Xu’s father- 
in-law remembered the 
date so clearly was that 
it happened to be his 
birthday. 




Artist Zhang Yujuan shows a model of an ancient commercial street, one of the traditional handi- 
crafts included at the workshop. Photo by Lu Beifeng 


Workshop Opened to Preserve 
Handicrafts 


By Zhao Pu 

C hina’s largest research 
center for traditional 
handicrafts was estab- 
lished in Beijing last week. 
Called “Baigongfang,” literally 
meaning the workshop of one 
hundred handicraftsmen, the 
research center employs 130 
artists of Chinese traditional 
handicrafts from all over the 
country. 

The center has also collected 
more than 17,000 valuable 
works by top artisans and con- 
tains 30 workshops for different 
arts, including cloisonne enam- 
el, lacquer ware, jade carving, 


embroidery, and snuff bottle in- 
side painting. 

The artists will work to de- 
velop their various arts and 
teach students. “Each artist will 
teach at least one student as 
the successor of their art and 
skills,” said Zhang Xinchao, dep- 
uty manager of the center at 
last Wednesday’s opening cere- 
mony. 

“We can not only develop our 
own art here, but also commu- 
nicate with other artists and 
learn from each other,” said cloi- 
sonne enamel artist Zhang Ton- 
glu at the ceremony. 

The research center is open 


to the public, and aims to display 
and introduce traditional handi- 
crafts. Exhibitions, displays pro- 
duction procedure and lectures 
will be held regularly during 
weekends. 

“The traditional handicrafts 
industry faces a severe problem 
of succession. The places and 
personnel dedicated to domes- 
tic handicrafts are both declin- 
ing in number. Some of the 
art and skills of making tradi- 
tional handicrafts have already 
been lost. Baigongfang has been 
established to better promote 
and preserve traditional Chi- 
nese handicrafts,” said Zhang. 





TEL: 68997124 68311626 


ZiyiXuan Baochi Lou 

3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong j ie, 

Dongcheng District 

29 ^ b m 3 m 

11:00-14:30,17:00-22:00 

6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 

><£ 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake,Chaoyang District 
3 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Bianyifang Roast Duck Restaurant 

2 A Chongwenmenwai Dajie,ChongwenDistrict 

Ef 3 2 y 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 
Tel: 67 12. 0505 


Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant 


Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable :NValls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony ; food that lie on in its contrasts ;chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool , sour, sweet,crunchy and soft dishes. Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper & Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name,Tai Xiang La,which means Spicy Thai Restaurant, verbally; 
and Very Good Smell ,phonetical ly. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB 1 8 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive. A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong D i a n , C h aoy an g District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel: 65 9 1 .7726 Fax:6591 .7926 


CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

TcM — M 

TEL: C01 0)65906999 65906688 — 2988 

COME & BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 



Donglaishun Restaurant 

5/F,Xindong'an Plaza,’Wangfujing 
Da jie, Dongcheng District 

5 m 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6528.0932 


Fan Shi Gang 

140 Andingdajie, Dongcheng District 
Xe M K #t 140 Uf 

9:00-23:00 
64042187 
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BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

EG LUST Seafood Restaurant: more than 1 OO kinds of fresh seafood are now 20% off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20% off. 
Entcrtinmcnt Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel : (0 1 0)68 843 3 8 8-7 1 8/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng Nan Lu Shij ingshan District 

(lOO meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 

CO 1 0)68843 388-71 8/620 C tT 'ADAt Uj 


New French Restaurant Now Op en ! 

:>h CL S? 2A - *P'7S-ltFrM3? 

-m rr is: fr 4^ ft ^ 2 ^ - *n m m , w is: fr -m Lt m m m. 69 4= , rr rr m m m ^ za ^ ^ 

Spoil yourself with genuine French fare and ambiance and a superb vairety of -wines 
at the Roland Garros restaurant. Close a full evening of relaxation with a choice of 
dramatic desserts, coffees, and Cuban cigars. 

'A? 

Roland Garros Restaurant 
0pen:11:00-24:00 Daily 

Address: North Entrance Chaoyang Tennis Club 
Nongzhan Nanlu, Chaoyang District 
Tele phone: 6508-91 OO 


ROLAND GARROS 


RESTAURANT & BAR , BEIJING , CHINA 
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Bridging the Social Gap 

UNESCO-sponsored show highlights life and times of migrant workers 



In Song Dong’s performance work Together with Migrants, a team of 64 shirtless workers tied together at the waist with elastic cords slowly marched 
past another group of around 70 workers lined up against the hallway windows at the Today Art Gallery on November 22 . Photo by Irene 


By Yu Shanshan 

I n 1935, architect and poet 
Lin Huiyin wrote in her essay 
Outside the Window, “Fash- 
ionable scholars like to tour 
strange places as a matter of 
scientific exploration, but an in- 
visible window always exists be- 
tween them and the people they 
observe,” referring to the enor- 
mous gap between the upper and 
lower classes. Breaking down 
these barriers was the expressed 
aim of a large art exhibition last 
month that used many means to 
portray the living conditions and 
struggles of China’s millions of 
migrant workers. 

That show was the Together 
With Migrants - Comrade Min- 
gong Contemporary Art Exhibi- 
tion, which ran from November 
22 to 30 at the Today Art Gallery. 
Part of the United Nations Edu- 
cational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO)’s four- 
year research-action project “To- 
gether With Migrants”, launched 
in February 2002 with the in- 
tention of drawing attention to 
and improving the quality of life 
of urban migrants in China, the 
exhibition presented images and 
information on migrant workers 
in seven domestic cities through 
photographs, sculptures, video 
and installation works by 15 Chi- 
nese artists and research con- 
ducted by the Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences and UNESCO. 

“This is more than an art exhi- 
bition,” said curator Yang Xinyi, 
“it’s the first time for the UN, ac- 
ademic institutes, artists and a 
private gallery to all pay atten- 
tion to and take action about the 
social issue of mingong (migrant 
workers).” 

Rural and urban impact 

The expansion of the market 
economy has led millions of ru- 
ral young people to leave their 
poor hometowns and seek better 
jobs in dynamic metropolises 
such as Beijing, Shanghai and 
Guangzhou. These waves of mi- 
grants have created new commu- 
nities in these cities with their 
own fleeting cultures. At the same 
time, these transient groups have 
encountered many problems and 
put pressure on city governments. 
The conflicting nature of this phe- 
nomenon is an ideal source of in- 
spiration for artists. 

Xing Danwen’s photographs 
record the motion of migrant 
workers in the construction of 
Beijing’s National Theatre. The 
massive scale of her shots em- 
phasizes the grandeur of the proj- 


ect, the workers appearing like 
ants milling among the equip- 
ment, steel and concrete, but 
their importance to the creation 
of the structure is clear. 

Other artists put more empha- 
sis on the feelings of change, loss 
and hope at the heart of migrant 
communities. In the photograph 
series The Cruel Diary of Youth, 
the Dusk of Gods taken by Yang 
Yong in Shenzhen in 2000, the 
artist asked some local construc- 
tion workers to pose atop con- 
crete blocks set on the empty lots 
where they would be among the 
crew constructing new residential 
buildings. He then shot their por- 
traits with other towering new 
structures in the background. 

“We are all like peasant work- 
ers in this fast-changing era, ex- 
periencing the constant physical 
and spiritual impact of develop- 
ment,” said sculptor Liang Shuo. 
The works in his outstanding se- 
ries Fashionable Peasants: Eight 
Brothers and Migrant Workers in 
the City were scattered through- 
out the exhibition. The life-like 
fiberglass sculptures are very 
evocative and emphasize the hu- 


manity in the anonymous faces 
of the millions of Chinese mi- 
grant workers . 

Performance artist Zhou Wen- 
hong was not satisfied with sim- 
ply observing his subjects, he 
wanted to take an active part in 
improving their knowledge of art 
and participation in city life. In 
June 2000, he invited 20 migrant 
workers to an exhibition of oil 
paintings by Salvador Dali at the 
China Art Gallery. The workers’ 
mixed reactions and the overall 
experience are recorded in Zhou’s 
installation piece Inviting Mi- 
grants to a Dali Painting Exhibi- 
tion at the China Art Gallery. 
Performance art or patronizing 
exploitation? 

Perhaps the greatest highlight 
of the show came on its opening 
day, when artist Song Dong led 
200 migrant workers from three 
local construction sites to per- 
form in a piece entitled Together 
with Migrants. 

First, he stood four workers in 
the gallery elevator, around 20 
along the staircase and others at 
the entrance to the exhibition on 
the third floor so that all visitors 


would have to pass them on their 
way into the show. 

Then, at 2 pm, a team of 
64 workers, tied together at the 
waist with elastic cords, slowly 
walked through the gallery. Mid- 
way, they passed another group 
of around 70 workers standing in 
a line along the hallway windows. 
All of the workers involved were 
bare-chested. When the walkers 
got to the largest exhibition hall, 
they followed commands blared 
out by Song on a whistle and 
began to move closer or further 
from each other. 

“I wanted to remind people 
that mingong have permeated 
every corner of urban life and 
we can’t simply avoid or ignore 
them,” Song explained. 

It turned out that the work- 
ers involved had only vague un- 
derstandings of their task or the 
meaning of their actions. Near- 
ly none had ever been to an art 
show or gallery before, unless it 
was one they built, nor had any 
time to try to develop an appre- 
ciation of art. And yet they end- 
ed up at the center of an artistic 
creation. 


Of course, they may have been 
in it for more financial than ar- 
tistic motivations, as each work- 
er willing to bare their chest 
on that cold November after- 
noon was promised payment of 
30 yuan and a warm lunch. 

Reaction to Song’s piece was 
mixed. “Aside from connection, 
the rope represents impassable 
distance between people and also 
stands for social order. The art- 
ist admits its existence and tries 
to communicate with the other 
side of the rope,” said Huang 
Ping, vice director of the social 
research section of the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences and 
leader of the UN’s “Together with 
Migrants” project. 

Critic Chen Lusheng, an out- 
spoken opponent of extreme per- 
formance art (see “Crossing the 
Line from Art to Offense” in the 
March 12 issue of Beijing To- 
day), opined, “This sets a new 
low for works of ‘artists playing 
with poor people’. The employer- 
employee relationship between 
the artist and the workers in 
fact reveals how the workers are 
not able to control their own 


lives. They were sent to do the 
job by their construction fore- 
man.” 

A few young women in the 
audience seemed to have more 
superficial objections, covering 
their noses near the workers 
and walking quickly through the 
show. “For migrant workers, prej- 
udice presents a greater problem 
than their financial difficulties 
or struggles to get payment for 
their work,” added Huang. 
Making connections 

Gathering mingong in a gal- 
lery and forcing audiences to ob- 
serve them at close range is not 
a new act for Song Dong. On Sep- 
tember 30, 2002 at the Harvest: 
Contemporary Art Exhibition in 
the China Agriculture Museum, 
Song brought up around 70 
migrant workers from Sichuan 
Province and asked them to climb 
a two-storey high scaffold and 
stay there in a piece entitled 
Landscape in the Vase. In August 
22, 2001, Song and other nine 
artists participated in a modern 
dance number called Dance with 
Mingong, along with 30 construc- 
tion workers, at the East Modern 
Art Center. The dance was meant 
to “symbolize the workers’ contri- 
butions to urban modernization 
and represent the relationship 
between urban and rural areas,” 
Song was quoted as saying in 
Chen Lusheng’s book, In the 
Name of Art. 

In August this year, the To- 
day Art Gallery tried to publicly 
raise the issue of migrant labor 
by erecting statues portraying 
mingong in a wealthy residential 
community in Beijing. The touchy 
subject matter proved too much 
for the residents, who quickly 
forced the sculptures to be taken 
away. One person said, “Peasants 
in China are great. They should 
be glorified, not disgraced.” 

“Urban residents’ feelings 
about those people are compli- 
cated. On the one hand, they 
know migrant workers improve 
the quality of their lives by work- 
ing in construction, commerce, 
services and sanitation. On the 
other hand, they are full of nega- 
tive judgments about mingong,” 
explained Huang. 

Wen Pulin, director of the 
Dongtai Academy, a domestic cul- 
tural institute and one of the or- 
ganizers of the show, told Beijing 
Today, “With this show, we have 
fulfilled the artist’s responsibili- 
ty, which is to tell people, ‘Pay at- 
tention to this!”’ 

Sadly, after nearly 200 artists, 
reporters and migrant workers 
came together to watch and take 
part in the opening day of the 
exhibition, that much-needed at- 
tention seemed to have petered 
out. Last Tuesday morning, just 
a few days before the show 
closed, the third floor gallery 
was all but empty. 
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By Dong Nan 

Though there is still almost a 
month left of 2003, the annual 
deluge of fluffy New Year’s mov- 
ies has already begun. 

First off the rank is Baba he 
Wo (My Father and I), directed by 
and starring Xu Jinglei. The film, 
about love and growing up, won 
best new director award at this 
year’s Huabiao, Jinji and Baihua 
film festivals. 

Hot on its heels comes the lat- 
est installment in the Hong Kong 
gang land series, Infernal Affairs 
III, Feng Xiaogang’s Shouji (Cell 
Phone) , Wong Kar-wai’s adaptation 
of a popular Taiwan comic series, 
Dixiatie (Subway) and Ann Hui’s 
(Xu Anhua) Yu (Jade) Guanyin, all 


boasting all-star casts. 

“My Shouji is not a comedy at 
all,” insisted Feng Xiaogang in an 
interview with Beijing Youth Daily 
last Friday, “though it might some- 
times make moviegoers burst into 
laughter, it deals with the serious 
topic of people’s inner fears.” Feng 
has released a movie every New 
Year since 1997, all comedies and 
all box-office hits. 

However Zhang Yimou (Hero), 
also speaking to Beijing Youth 
Daily, opinioned, “A movie for 
New Year should be something 
easy and funny. There are more 
and more of these so-called ‘New 
Year’s movies,’ but only a few of 
them are qualified to be included 
in the genre.” 


Faye Wong Rewards 
die Faithful 



By Dong Nan 

Though the media seems to be more 
interested in stories about her and her 
boyfriend Nicolas Tse, superstar Faye Wong has 
cause to be satisfied with the sales of her 
new album Jiangai (Love War). Released in 
mid-November, the album has sold one million 
copies in just two weeks. 

More than two years have passed since 
Wong’s last release, Faye Wong. The new album 
features ten songs in mandarin and three in 
Cantonese. Many of them allude to her love 
affair with Tse, who wrote a song titled MV for 
the album. Wong herself wrote the music for 
four songs and the lyrics for three. 

With this release, Wong seems to be 
content to coast on the strengths of her 
earlier successes. Jiangai is certainly not as 
groundbreaking as 1994’s innovative Tiankong 
(Sky) or 1996’s Fuzao (Fickleness). Meanwhile 
producer Zhang Yadong’s infatuation with 
the Brit-pop sound is becoming stale and 
uninspired. But Wong’s voice is still beautiful 
and still distinctively — Faye Wong — and 
that, no doubt, is reward enough for her legions 
of faithful fans. 



Rock Review 

Silver Ash 





By Dong Nan 

Colorful hair, black leather corsetry and se- 
ductive, transsexual make-up epitomize Silver 
Ash, perhaps China’s first glam rock band. 

Though their outrageous appearance al- 
ways wins screams of adoration from girls (and 
some boys) at their gigs, and their company, 
Jingwen Disc, used to boast on its homepage of 
their “imponderable commercial potential,” Sil- 
ver Ash are still far from being “idols.” Largely 
inspired by Kiss, David Bowie, the Cure and 
Japanese visual bands such as X-Japan and 
Glay, their music is guitar driven; flamboyant 
but with an icy feel. 

Their songs dealt with the typical “outsider” 
themes of love, isolation and sadness, and the 
influence of Japanese rock bands is obvious, 
however their latest EP, Never End, marks a 
distinct improvement in their sound. It is cer- 
tainly their most mature offering so far. 

Line up: Vocals Ling, Bass Hong, Drum 
Zhen, Guitar Lucy 

Silver Ash (2002), Never End (2003, EP) 


Cross Cultural Piano Concert 

By Dong Nan 

Renowned Mexican-Chinese pianist Joel N. 
Juan-qui Vega gave a solo concert at the Concert 
Hall of the National Library of China last Friday. 

In the first half, Vega received polite applause 
with several rondos and sonatas by Mozart, but 
it was during the second half that he really won 
over the capacity audience. Performing a series of 
sonatas and variations by modern Mexican com- 
posers, he visibly moved the audience with his vir- 
tuosity and passion. 

Vega finished with the Chinese classic, Hongse 
Niangzijun (Red Detachment of Women Suite), a 
familiar melody that also won hearty acclaim. 

“Since my grandfather is Chinese, I am in- 
spired by both traditional Mexican and Chinese 
culture,” Vega told Beijing Today after the con- 
cert, “In fact, I am quite familiar with Chinese 
history and know the story of Red Detachment of 
Women Suite very well. It makes me feel an inner 
passion of revolution!” 


WORLDWIDE 



Justin Guarini 

Guarini Reportedly 
Dropped by RCA 


Justin Guarini, the second- 
place finalist for the first season 
of American Idol, has reported- 
ly been dropped by RCA. 

The label, which no longer 
lists him on its web site, declined 
to comment. Guarini’s epony- 
mous debut album has sold 
134,000 copies in the US, ac- 
cording to Nielsen SoundScan. 

By contrast, the debut from 
first-season Idol winner Kelly 
Clarkson, Thankful, has sold 
1.7 million copies. Second-sea- 
son finalist Clay Aiken’s Mea- 
sure of a Man has sold 1.3 
million copies since its release 
in October. (Reuters) 



Mel Gibson 

Mel Gibson Delays Vati- 
can Screening of Jesus 
Film 

Bishops and cardinals wait- 
ing for a special Vatican screen- 
ing of a controversial Mel 
Gibson film about Jesus Christ 
are going to have to wait a lit- 
tle longer, the Hollywood star 
has told them. 

The select audience were 
hoping to have a private screen- 
ing of The Passion of Christ 
on Tuesday evening as part of 
a convention on spirituality in 
film. (Reuters) 

Marilyn Manson Faces 
Swiss Criminal Probe 

US shock rocker Marilyn 
Manson is the target of a crim- 
inal inquiry in Switzerland, 
after a religious group made 
a formal complaint about his 
stage act. 

Zurich District Prosecutor 
Michael Scherrer told The As- 
sociated Press on Tuesday that 
the artist was under investi- 
gation for allegedly breaching 


Swiss law protecting religion 
as well as making incitements 
to violence during a concert in 
the city in February 2001. 

(Reuters) 
Pascal Named Most Pow- 
erful Woman in Hollywood 
Amy Pascal, co-chairman of 
Sony Pictures, was named Hol- 
lywood’s most powerful woman 
on Tuesday — thanks in part 
to the popularity of a male su- 
perhero and other box office su- 
perhits. 



Amy Pascal and Drew Barrymore 


Pascal, who gave the go- 
ahead to produce the 2002 
mega-hit Spider-Man, and is 
now preparing for its sequel, 
led Hollywood Reporter’s top 
100 women in Hollywood list. 

“Not only has the studio hit 
the $5 billion mark globally for 
the second straight year, but 
the filmmaking risks Amy Pas- 
cal takes often translate into 
box office success, which is a 
great barometer for power in 
Hollywood,” said Christy Gro- 
sz, editor of the Women in En- 
tertainment Power 100 issue. 

(Reuters) 

Elvis Pictures Go on 
Display for First Time 

Candid photographs of 
1950s rock pioneers Elvis Pres- 
ley, Buddy Holly and Bobby Da- 
rin, snapped by a high-school 
photographer and kept in stor- 
age for 40 years, went on dis- 
play for the first time Tuesday. 

The collection includes pic- 
tures of Elvis taken in Cleve- 
land in 1956 when local 
newspapers were on strike and 
teen-age photographer Lew Al- 
len showed up with a camera. 
Allen, then 17, was the only 
photographer at the concerts. 

(Reuters) 



The King in 1956 
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Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is released every Friday, is a new advertising special one for 
the real estate and relative industries. The English Edition is 
delivered with the newspaper so the media advantage is very 
obvious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, 
aiming at the advertiser's requests for the more pertinence, 
let's the policy-makers read the relative contact directly and try 
to reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL: 139 104 19797 


r WARWICK INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 


Were we do our job So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL:(01 0)671 51 166 ext. 3005/3006 



IWD (Hotels Investments) Limited 

Beijing Kiu Lok Property Management Services Co Ltd 

Member of the Hong Kong Listed New World Group invites 
high-calibre applications for the post of Leasing Executives: 
Applications must possess: 

- University degree 

- presentable appearance 

- excellent inter-personal and negotiation skill 

- outgoing and aggressive personality 

- fluency of spoken English and Putonghua 

- sound sales / marketing experience and record 

- corporate client connections a definite advantage 

We offer attractive basic salary, commission and excellent ca- 
reer prospect. Please send both English and Chinese resume 
( wiyh employment history, academic qualification, present 
and expected salary) together with a recent photo to The Sales 
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IMA LIFE T O W EE F3 

fILLT+ML : 

Enquiry hotline: 

65886868 

Developer: 

Beijing Zhong Batn 
xin Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RTKL Company 



Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

*Yard architecture whih European style 
* sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 
and offering service around the day 
**Dart Commkerce Office 

Lit is located between CBD center and Guomao 
2 favourable price : RMB3-4yuan/squaremeter/day 
3. telephone number:65032597 or 64951817 
**Dart Commkerce Garden 
1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac- 
count office and the Chinese-Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable price:RMB 2.8-3. 5yuan/ squaremeter/ day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be soldClncluding property right). It is located 
in north eastern co mer 


SCITECH HOTEL 

BUSINESS FLOOR ON LINE 




USD98+15%SC 
USD138+15%SC 
USD300+15%SC 

; 3DDS Internet Lines 
Dailynewspaper&Magazine Free u: 
Free income faxes 
Welcome amenities on arrival 


Business Floor Standard Room: 

Business Floor Suite: 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: 

Express check in &check out Free us 

One free buffet in Coffee Shop per day 
swimming pool, GYM and sauna 
Daily happy hours:(l 7:30- 18:30) 

One piece free pressing per day 

A 1)1): No. 22. 1 ianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 1 0004P.R. China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 

E-mail : sthotel@w. com. cn 


OToSouth ofLanDao building, it' snew 
building 

OArea:3500m2-4000m2,430spm/per 

floor 

OThis building is available to Bank,Nego- 
tiable Securities, Business Center,res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add: No. 38 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Yang district Beijing 


BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly decored apartments and offices 

Apartment styles Available! 

Range from 1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 

USDIOOO/month up 

Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call US at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 
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64055786 


LONGTAN APARTMENTS 
from$5 OO/month. 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2bedrooms) 

. Fully furnished with satellite 
TVJDDappliances. 

24 hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 
Chongwen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 


City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address: 3 A, Shi Lipu,Chaoyang District,Beijing,China 
Transportation! convenientlyclosetoChaoyangRoad, Jingtong 

Express Way,and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services !Receptionist(Lobby),Tickets,Room Service, HomeMaid. 

Room Cleaning,Home Appliance Repairs, and Flowers. 

Rental Returns: usD9oo.oo-220o P er month 

Current Occupation Rate: offices: ioo%:De P artment 95.7% 

Business Tax: 0.4% 

Management Fees: PalaceIntemational:RMB800 per square me- 

ter per month for Cleaning, Security(in-door and out-door) Vegetation,Eleva- 
tors, Elevators, Minor Repairs, Room. 

HOT TEL:65561 798 


Sunflower Tower 


Investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen Gmbh 
Location: No.37,Maizidian Street, Chaoyang District.Beij ing Next] 
to the LiangMa Hotel. Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Area: 817square metersfbased on architectural area)on24th Floor 
Asking rent: USD28/month/sqm(gross including management) 
Communication: Supplied nodes IDD lines and 4MB of Capacity 
ISDN is available 

Elevator: lOKONE elevators HVAC System:Four-pipe system 
Amenities: Busines center,Exhibition facilities.Retail space 
Existing Tenants: Walt Disney,BASY,KONE,E-turtlc Nex 
work 

Tel =85275696-608 


this newspaper's perennial legal adviser :Beijing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 .real estate business that buy. rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2 . foreign cases . maritime . finance . bond . important and difficult affiairs; 

3 . debt, economy contract, foreign marriage cases. criminal defense; 

4 . notarizations; 

5. holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises . providing legal assistance; 

6. providing law. regulations and contract versions in any languages o 

TEL:86-1 0-8352 12 18 FAX:86-10-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail :j t@venus-law.com 
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Goods from China’s iitdest’ People 


By Wang Xiaoxiao 

It is no stretch to say thatYabu Sangka, the young 
proprietor of a new shop inside the Tongli Studio 
complex, presides over the only store in Beijing 
to specialize in goods made by the Jinuo minority 
people of Yunnan. She is, after all, one of the just 
around 1 1 ,000 Jinuo left in China, making them the 
country’s littlest minority. 

The store is stocked with an interesting range 
of clothes, hand-made embroidery and other 
pieces made by the owner’s family. The clothing 
items stand out, showing an unusual amount of 
care for detail and use of time-tested techniques 
that bless them with interesting patterns and 
textures. A dark-colored overcoat, supposedly a 
one-of-a-kind, is made from a special kind of cloth 
called douwen that takes up to eight months to 
weave. With its hand-sewn embroidery, the coat 


Wallets 


represents a year of total effort. 

Another garment that 
draws ooh and ahs is a 
red overcoat with many 
little mirrors sewn onto 
its surface that was 
passed down by 
generations of Yabu 
Sangka’s family and 
which her mother gave 
to her. “It’s the only 
thing in the store not 
for sale. I hang it as 
a representation of our 
culture,” she explained. 

The latest addition to 
the racks is a jacket made 
of batik fabric that is quite 
contemporary and would go fine 
with a simple pair of jeans. 

Other more practical, yet still 
very attractive, items include skirts 
wrinkled though a traditional process of 
pressing them under heavy stones for up to 
a year to make sure the creases stay, giving 
the skirts wonderful body and movement. 

Small carpets that the Jinuo use as 
bedcovers are perfect for hanging on the wall or 
serving as exotic tablecloths. Other little pieces 
of Jinuo handiwork available include wallets, 
belts and hats. 

Where: No. 218, Tongli Studio, Sanlitun Beijie, 
Chaoyang Open: 11 am - 9 pm Tel: 13051333390 


Pendant, 80 yuan 


Embroidered Mona Lisa sold for 
500,000 yuan. 


Artful Stitches! 


By Dong Nan 

The Guwu Xiuhuang (Arts 
Embroidery) store looks like 
a gallery with a collection of 
popular works by European 
masters, dreamy and romantic 
canvases by Gustav Klimt, 
abstract works by Picasso, still 
lifes by Cezanne and the famous 
sunflowers of Van Gogh - that 
is until you take a closer look. 
Then it is revealed that all these 
works have been reproduced in 
stunningly lifelike embroidery. 

Arts Embroidery is run by 
renowned painter and 
embroiderer Shen Deqian. His 
skilled work with a needle and 
thread is able to interpret all 
the hues and minor details of 
oil paintings, plus add their 
own feel of craftsmanship and 
a beautiful sheen thanks to the 
fine thread. 

One of Shen’s most 
impressive works is a 
reproduction of Da Vinci’s Mona 
Lisa, sold for a tidy 500,000 
yuan last year. Word has it that 
the artist would consider making 
another if the price was right. 

Outside of copying the 
Western masters, Shen also 
excels in portraying ancient 
Chinese relics, such as lamps 
and blue-and-white glazed 


porcelain pieces, and wild 
animals, including pumas, 
pandas and swans. 

Prices for typical sewn 
“paintings” run from 2,000 to 
50,000 yuan, according to size 
and complexity. Those looking 
for smaller items can select the 
attractive, embroidered 
traditional bags that go for just 
18 yuan each. 

More personalized works can 
be created through the store’s 
personal embroidery portraiture 
service. Finished works are so 
detailed and true-to-life that they 
look just like photographs from 
a distance. Prices again vary, 
starting at 2,400 yuan for a 15 
centimeter wide by 20 centimeter 
long piece, and booking ahead for 
portraits is required. 

Where: B1WB119, China 
World Mall, No.l Jianguomen 
Waidajie Open: 9:30 am - 9 pm 
Tel: 6505 6226 


Photo by Elva Lee 
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Hastes ol Tibet 


By Shan Jinliang 

Among the countless stands 
peddling assorted items at the 
Yaxiu Clothing market hides the 
Ommani store, a specialist in 
Tibetan goods. 

The store was opened around 
two weeks ago by a Tibetan 
couple. “All the articles we sell are 
handmade in Tibet. I pick them 
first just as I would things for 
my own house,” said Drolma, the 
female side of the duo. “Our store 
is a small window onto Tibetan 
culture and crafts.” 

The far end of her store 
is dominated by a selection 
of striking Tibetan furniture, 
including chests, a coffee table 


and a bed stand. 

Most are 
weathered and 
beautifully 
painted with 
colorful lotus, 
peach and animal 
designs. Moreover, 
they are made of real 
Tibetan wood and 
crafted according to 
traditional methods, 
without the use of a single nail. 

Such quality equates to 
somewhat high prices, smaller 
items like the bed stand fetching 
980 yuan and larger pieces closer 
to 2,000 yuan. 

Another part of the store is 


Monk doll, 
150 yuan. 


Wine chest and book chest, 1,980 yuan each. 


Photos by Che Qingjiu 


home to a range of clothing, 
handmade from natural yak and 
highland sheep wool. Coats are 
generally priced at 400 yuan 
to 500 yuan a piece, while 
undergarments go for 100 
yuan. The Tibetan fashions 
are rounded out by a 
selection of reasonably 
priced jewelry, mostly 
rings and earrings. 

There are all sorts of 
little pieces of Tibetan life 
for sale at Ommani, from 
incense and burners to 
calendars, curtains, butter tea, 
dolls of monks and other Tibetans 
and ceremonial silver cups. The 
shelves even contain some 
interesting items imported from 
India, Nepal, Pakistan and the 
Philippines. 

Drolma’s husband, Sonam, 
said that a few of the 
products for sale were 
made by disabled 
Tibetans from the Tibet 
Jatson Welfare 
Handicrafts Wares 
Factory. The couple stock 
the goods as their own 
small way of supporting 
their people. 

Where: No.l, east 
side of Yaxiu 
Clothing Market, No. 

58 Gongti Beilu, 

Chaoyang Open: 9:30 
am - 8:30 pm Tel: 

13801336730 


Another monk doll, 
150 yuan. 


leather Pleasure 

By Elva Lee 

With its good facilities 
and prime location near the 
embassy district and big 
foreign companies, the Jiayi 
Market near the Kunlun 
Hotel is becoming a popular 
place to open shop. One of 
the most impressive stores 
currently operating in the 
market is Lao Huaishu, 
which sells handmade 
leather goods including bags, 
shoes, bracelets and 
notebooks. 

Following an order from 
a local hotel to make 200 
chairs, Lao Huaishu has 
started producing its own line 
of wood and leather furniture. 
Lao Huaishu’s furniture has 
a rustic feel that emphasizes 
raw materials, be they roots, 
wheels, animal hide or rope. 

Prices are in the relatively 
reasonably realm, with 
leather-bound notebooks going 
for 10 to 400 yuan, bags 
costing 100 to 500 
yuan and shoes 
300 to 500 yuan. 

Where: 

Room 860 of 
Jiayi Market, 
north of Kunlun 
Hotel, Chaoyang. 
Open: 10 am - 9 pm 
Tel: 6466 1187 
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BUSINESS AGENT 


P 1 BEIJING PRE-MEDIA ADVERTISING CO., LTD. 
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HIGH QUALITY BEST SERVICE 


TEL:(86)01 0-88552079/80 1 3621 080964 
AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 
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Our servce including: 

♦ Specialize in advertisement design; 

♦ Advertisement promotion on network 
and media; 

♦ Advertising report of company on 
newspaper; 

Good service give you efficient feedback 

Tel:68431638 Fax:88516568 
Mobile: 13001 168744 
E-mail:newyangd@hotmail.com 


BEIJING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 
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The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 
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RM107-109, NO,7,XIYUAN HOTEL, N0.1,SANLIHELU,HAIDIAN, BEIJING, 
ft®: 68313388 $157107-57109 88371521 lf*:68342761 jRlffiJ'hlMSK 


n i 




i 

I 

1 

3 

% 

♦a 

s 


BeiJing PRE-MEDIA Advertising Company 

'CdJU\ 

A well-known professioned company 

We provide following services: 

★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
★ Buying Representative 

Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

TEL:88552081 FAX:88552079 


MOBILE: 13601226884 E-mail:pieere@sina.com 




♦ we’re looking forward to foreign association for: 
Joint venture and technology cooperation; 

♦ Trademark introduction; 

♦ Marketing promotion and management; 

♦ Arrangement of exhibition and meeting; 
Welcome to contact with us 

Tel: 139 1 11 9521 9 
llSiuigin css Service 

Advertisement for IT, OVERSEAS IMMIGERA- 
TION and so on. 


♦ Get information of Can- 
ada university at present 

♦ Recommend eight 
university in Canada 

Hotline:010-66050344/66050391 


RUSSIA 


♦ U.S.A university standard, Chin- 
ese university fee 
♦Enough speciality 
♦no requirement of age 
♦BA and Master 

Hotline: 010-66050775 


CHINA BEIJING SEVICE CENTER FOR STUDENTS EXCHANGE 


Head Office Tel: 010 — 66020403 WebSite: www.cbjsc.com 
Address:Level 6,XidanTushu Building, No.17 Xi Changan St. Beijing 
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Kitchen Confessionals 


Daivoei boluofan 
(pineapple rice, 20 
yuan) 


Dai Change-Up at Goldpeacock 


Xiangla tudouqiu 
(potato balls, 8 
yuan) 


Suanla wandoufen (sour 
spicy pea noodles, 12 yuan) 


By Caitlin Thompson 

Tucked away on Zhonguancun 
Nandajie is the Goldpeacock Dai 
Ethnic Flavor, one of Beijing’s few 
establishments serving the foods of 
the Dai people and one of its best 
Yunnan-style restaurants. Situated 
next to the pricier Dai Ethnic 
Restaurant, this modest eatery isn’t 
going to rock your socks off with 
glamour and glitz — most of the 
utensils are army-issue tin, and the 
decor is kitsch tiki hut sweating 
under fluorescent lights. 

But no matter. Within moments 
of entering the restaurant, we 
had dishes coming and going and 
the attentive wait staff patiently 
explaining the specialties. Starting 
the meal off was a delicious Dai 
twist on coleslaw, tangy and with a 
healthy portion of palate-cleansing 
coriander, and some slightly spicy 
pickled bean sprouts. 

Next was the chicken in bamboo, 
(qingzhen zhutong ji, 20 yuan), a sweet 
and light version of standard chicken 
soup. Despite its plain appearance, the 
chicken is tender and garlicky with 
hints of coriander and celery, and the 
intense broth comes close to soul food. 
It’s more than enough for three or 


four. Most beautiful is the pineapple 
rice, ( boluo fan, 18 yuan) served in a 
majestic hollowed-out pineapple. The 
rice is rich and slightly sticky, perfectly 
complementing the spicy and nose- 
clearing mashed vegetables and meat 
( roumo chaoheisanduo, 16 yuan). 

Among the group’s favorites were 
the cold salad with vermicelli and 
dried pork salad, ( liangban sansi, 8 
yuan), a filling and savory blend 
of thinly sliced cabbage and rich 
fatty meat covered with a slightly 
astringent sweet vinegar sauce. This, 
along with the coleslaw and 
transcendent deep fried potato balls 
and hot sauce (xiangla tudouqiu, 8 
yuan), evoked thoughts of countiy 
barbeque side dishes ala Dai. 

The dud of the meal was 
fermented sour cabbage ( suanbaicai , 
10 yuan), an uninspired, sour and 
soggy mess of a dish. This sore spot 
notwithstanding, the Goldpeacock 
serves up some mean Dai food in 
a friendly, efficient albeit not so 
comely environment. Washed down 
with their homemade mijiu, slightly 
sweet rice wine, these dishes are 
a stellar change-up to everyday 
eating. Menu in Chinese only. 

Where: 2 Minzu Daxue Beilu, 
Weigongcun, Haidian Open: 11 am 
- 10 pm Tel: 6893 2030 Average 
cost: 30 yuan per person 
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Daiweijiaoye qingzhen 
(Dai-style steamed fish 
banana leaf, 28 yuan) 


in 


Yunnan Chic at Middle 8th Restaurant 


Liangban tanglihua (cold 
blossoms of pear flowers in 
sauce, 12 yuan) 


By Xiao Rong 

A relatively new 
entrant in the city’s 
ranks of Yunnan 
eateries is the hip 
Middle 8th restaurant 
situated just off 
Sanlitun bar street. Its 
interesting fare and cool 
vibe draws a dedicated core 
of customers and others 
curious for a try of delicious 
Yunnan cooking. 

Of the approximately 
360 kinds of edible fungus 
known in China, nearly 
270 grow in Yunnan. 

Diners can sample these 
delicious and nutritious, 
if bizarre, fungi in many 
varieties at Middle 8th, 
with jizongjun,ganbajun 
and fresh niuganjun stir- 
fried, steamed or boiled in soups. 

However, the exotic nature of these 
mushrooms can lead to high prices. 

Other unusual flora not likely to 
appear at most Chinese restaurants 
include flower blossoms, which look 
beautiful and taste great. The liangban 
tanglihua (cold blossoms of pear flowers 
in sauce, 12 yuan) looks and tastes like 
dark red Sichuan peppercorns with a 
slightly numbing and salty flavor. Also 
worth trying is the danchao molihua 
(eggs fried with jasmine, 18 yuan), in 
which the fight aroma of green jasmine 
proves a nice foil to the heavier eggs. 

Lik e other local Yunnan-style 
restaurants, the fish options at Middle 
8th are impressive. Perhaps aimed at 
capitalizing on this city’s love for Sichuan- 
style boiled fish in hot oil (shuizhuyu), the 
restaurant’s menu includes Chengjiang 
xiangla yupian (boiled spicy fish slices ala 
Chengjiang, Yunnan, 38 yuan), a similar 
dish that is not as numbing and extra 
fragrant thanks to the fried peanuts 
boiled with the fish. Green onions are 
scattered over the thick layer of red 


Danchao molihua (eggs fried 
with jasmine, 18 yuan) 


oil at the top of the dish to 
make it more attractive and 
add another subtle layer of 
\ flavor. 

One of the restaurant’s 
most popular items and 
a must at every table is 
the mamafu qiangguo quanyu 
(sauce braised whole fish, 

35 yuan), a whole fish 
cooked crisp on the outside, 
tender inside, topped with 
glistening chili peppers. A 
nice mild complement to 
such spicy fare is the 
yancai xiaoyutou (taro 
steamed with pickled 
vegetable, 15 yuan), made 
with sour homemade 
pickles that add flavor to 
the soft taro. 

Apart from Yunnan’s 
famous rice noodles 
C mixian ), the starch section of the 
menu includes a series of zengzi 
fan (rice steamed in tile jar, 

12 yuan for small, 25 yuan 
for large) in pineapple, sweet 
potato or potato versions. 

To wash it all down, 
try some of the homemade 
mijiu, or rice wine, just 5 
yuan for a glass or 22 
yuan for a whole jar. The 
fight, slightly sweet- 
and-sour drink stimulates 
the appetite and helps 
digestion, and its miniscule 
alcohol content does not 
spell trouble for the drive 
or walk home. 

Where: The Middle 8th 
Building, east Sanlitun , 
just east from the Qian Jin 
Gallery, Chaoyang Open: 

11 am - 2:30 pm, 4:30 pm 
- 10 pm from Monday to 
Friday; 10 am - 10 pm 
weekends Tel: 6413 0629 
Average cost: 60 yuan per person 


Erkuai (8 yuan for 
small and 14 for 
large) 


Qiguoji (Qiguo chicken, 10 
to 48 yuan depending on 
size) 


Exotic Eats at Yunteng Hotel 

By Dong Nan 

On the whole, restaurants in Beijing run by out- 
side provincial governments are excellent places to 
try genuine regional Chinese fare, and the restau- 
rant in the Yunteng Hotel, opened and managed 
by the representative office of Yunnan Province, is 
no exception. Though easily passed by with its lo- 
cation in a residential area between Jianguomen- 
qiao and Dongbianmenqiao, this establishment is 
worth tracking down — just look out for the red 
roof. 

The menu includes all kinds of Yunnan special- 
ties, with special position given to the famous cross- 
the-bridge noodles, or guoqiao mixian (8 yuan for a 
small order, 14 yuan for large). The dish consists of 
thin rice noodles served alongside slices of chicken, 
fish, ham, vegetables, a quail egg and a large bowl 
of hot chicken broth. The ingredients are dropped 
into the broth, cooked and then eaten. 

Diners should be wary of the first bite, however, 
because the soup’s secret is the thick layer of oil on 
its surface, which keeps the contents unexpectedly 
piping hot. 

The restaurant also serves up an impressive ver- 
sion of another Yunnan standard, erkuai. The 
dish is made of pressed rice powder cut into 
delicate rhombic forms fried up with fresh 
pork, ham, shallots, spinach, tomato and 
eggs, then stewed in broth until soft. The 
result is rich and savory and very rea- 
sonable at just 8 yuan for a small dish or 
14 for the large. 

Qiguoji (Qiguo chicken, 10 to 48 yuan 
depending on size) is an original creation of 
the Yunnanese. The name refers to a kind of 
clay pot or terrine, called a qiguo, in which 
chunks of chicken, shallot and ginger are 
braised for four or five hours until the meat 
is tender and flavorful and the surrounding 
soup very thick. 

The menu also includes a variety of 
dishes made of wild mushrooms na- 
tive to Yunnan that are both delicious 
and nutritious. Prices vary from 28 
yuan to 128 yuan. 

Where: No.7 Building, Huashibeili 
Dongqu, Chongwen Open: 11:30 am 
- 1:30 pm, 5:30 pm - 10:00 pm Tel: 
6711 3322 - 7105 Average cost: 35 
yuan per person 

Photos by Li Shuzhuan / Lou Ge / Tian Xiaotong 


By Joel Kirkhart 

Many local restaurants that 
specialize in Southeast Asian fare 
may serve up tasty food, but stray 
far from the mark 
of true authentic- 
ity. A rare ex- 
ception is Cafe 
Sambal, a groovy 
little bar and res- 
taurant tucked in 
a narrow hutong 
near the Drum Tow- 
er that serves Ma- 
laysian food that tastes like it was 
flown over fresh from Malacca. 

A good starter is the plate of 
samosas (25 yuan), Indian-style 
pastries, filled with a spicy po- 
tato mixture and fried to a 
pleasing crisp. Other appetizer 
options include fried spring 
rolls, Vietnamese-style 
fresh spring rolls and 
somewhat pricey 
beef or chicken sa- 
tay (50 yuan). 

The menu in- 
cludes a reasonable 
range of meat, seafood 
and vegetable dishes, 
from fancy items to 
simple stir-fries. The 
high end of the spec- 
trum is represented by the chili 
curry crab and double braised 
Australian lobster with nyonya 
or lemon and garlic sauce, both 
offered at market prices, and the 
curry fish head (200 yuan). Cur- 
ry is not surprisingly a major 
theme, flavoring fish, beef, mut- 
ton and the Kapitan chicken — 
nyonya curry chicken (48 yuan). 


The latter has a wonderfully 
thick, spicy curry sauce over 
meaty chunks of tender, well- 
cooked chicken. 

A solid vegetable 
option is the fried 
four-sided beans 
with belacan and 
I prawn (38 yuan), 
the beans cooked 
until just done and 
still crisp and the 
prawns tender, all 
laced with a pungent 
shrimp-based sauce that is deli- 
cious, but may be a bit strong for 
timid diners. Another good meat al- 
ternative is the assam eggs — fried 
eggs with sweet and sour sauce (30 
yuan), in which the eggs are cooked 
so the yolks are still soft, perfect 
for breaking over the complimen- 
tary rice, with a winning, 
complex sauce. 

The restaurant 
occupies an odd- 
shaped old building 
in a historic hutong, 
some of which is 
opened to the air in 
more clement weather. 
It is a popular spot 
for drinking and has a 
decently-priced drinks 
menu. But passing on the food at 
Cafe Sambal would be a real mis- 
take. Although a bit pricey, it is 
about as authentic as non-Chinese 
food gets in this city. 

Where: 43 Doufu Chi Hutong 
(just east of Jiugulou Dajie) 
Open: 11 am - 12 am Tel: 6400 
4875 Average cost: 80 yuan per 
person 


Salmon with yellow 
sauce, 65 yuan 


Kapitan chicken, 
48 yuan 


Shrimp & oysters 


Diversity Is the Gore 


Masterful Malay at Cafe Sambal 


By James Liu 

Malaysian cuisine is under 
the spotlight these days, thanks 
to the visits of two master Malay 
chefs at the Renaissance Beijing 
Hotel from November 17 to De- 
cember 14. 

Chefs Tan Lai Look and Che 
Rosly Bin Mamat have brought 
their talents and their own 
spices and other ingredients to 
make sure the Malaysian foods 
they introduce to local diners 
at the Renaissance Cafe are 
the real deal. 

“Malaysia is home to Mus- 
lims, Buddhists and Malay- 
sian-Chinese. Thus, the culinary 
tradition of Malaysia is greatly 
influenced by Muslims, Indian 
immigrants and Chinese,” Tan 
Lai Look, from a Cantonese fam- 
ily that settled in western Ma- 
laysia four generations ago, told 
Beijing Today. 

According to Tan, basic Ma- 
laysian food is rather simple, 
consisting of such main foods 
as fried rice with coconut milk, 
boiled longdong (rice balls) with 
spicy soup and stir-fried dishes. 

“Malaysians just blend all 
the characters of different ways 
of cooking together. This forms 
the character of Malaysian food. 
Dishes are never too hot, too 
salty, too sweet, or too spicy,” con- 
cluded Tan, who should know 
from his 16 years of professional 
cooking experience. 

Chef Che Rosly added that 
emphasis is put on hot and sweet 
flavors, plus shrimp paste. “It’s a 
daily necessity. Some Malaysians 
couldn’t five without it,” he joked. 

A Malaysian meal usually 
starts with the drink lacha, tea 
with coconut milk and sugar. 
Last Thursday, as Chef Tan made 
the tea, his colleague was trans- 
forming pieces of dough into 
round, paper-thin pancakes by 
tossing them in the air. The fight, 
delicious pancakes were then 
served with either soybean or 


Chef Tan Lai Look 


Chef Che Rosly Bin Mamat 

hot and spicy sauce. 

Beijing seems to have caught 
the two Malaysian masters a 
bit off guard in a few respects. 
“Beijing is too dry for us,” said 
Che Rosly, a Muslim who has 
been suffering in this city’s dry 
air, as he cannot drink water dur- 
ing the day as part of his fasting 
regime. They have also been sur- 
prised by the local taste for spice, 
in particular for the popular and 
now-ubiquitous dish boiled fish 
in hot oil, or shuizhuyu. “I never 
thought Beijingers could eat food 
as hot as shuizhuyu,” Chef Tan 
remarked. 
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Romantically distinguished 

Oriental Troup’s evening party of east- 
ern song and dance, titled Romance and 
Distinguished, will be staged at Poly 
Theatre. 

Where: Poly Theatre, DongzhimenWaid- 
ajie When: December 12 to 22, 7:30 Ad- 
mission: 100-1200 yuan Tel: 6506 5345 

Philharmonic concert 

The China Philharmonic Orchestra is 
a first-class symphony orchestra in Chi- 
na and even Asia. This performance, 
under the baton of Huan Xiaotong, in- 
cludes excerpts from Mendelssohn’s 
Midsummer Night’s Dream; Prokofiev’s 
Symphony No. 4 in C major, Mozart’s Ju- 
piter Symphony and Brahms’ Sympho- 
ny No.4 in E minor. 

Where: Forbidden City Concert Hall, 
Zhongshan Park. When: December 5, 
7:00 Admission: 120-580 Tel: 6559 8285 

Odes to Mao Zedong 

December 26th is the 110th anniver- 
sary of the birth of Mao Zedong. A con- 
cert by the China Opera Theatre and the 
China National Symphony Orchestra pres- 
ents songs that were popular in Mao’s 
time, including The East is Red and Chair- 
man Mao, the Red Sun in Our Hearts. 

Where: Grand theatre of nationalities, 
west of Xidan When: December 5 Ad- 
mission: 80-480 yuan Tel: 6602 2530 


Pop star Tsai Chin has fans in both 
China’s mainland and Taiwan, and many 
young people have grown up with her 
music. This is an opportunity to see her 
up close and live. 

Where: Capital Gymnasium, 54 Baishiq- 
iao Lu When: December 12, 7:30 

Admission:120-1000 yuan Tel: 8315 6358 


The National Song and 
Dance Ensemble of Brazil is 
a world class troupe, praised 
as “the soul of Brazilian art” 
by audiences worldwide. The 
program includes rhythmic 
cha-cha, hot Argentinian 
tango, the fishermen’s 
dance, and of course, 
samba! 

Where: Beizhan theatre, 

135 Xizhimenwai DajieWhen: 
December 5, 7:30 Admission: 
180-580 yuan Tel: 6835 4455 





Mysteries of the pyramids 

A collection of Egyptian national 
treasures will go on show in China’s 
National Museum on December 5. 
This is the first exhibition of ancient 
Egyptian historical relics to be held 
in Beijing, and a number of the 143 
exhibits are leaving Egypt for the 
first time ever. 

Where: China National Museum, 
east side of Tian’anmen Square 
When: till January 5 Admission: 

50 yuan Tel: 6512 8901 



Modern Chinese New Year’s 
paintings 

A series of humorous paintings 


created with modern techniques 
by artists Lili, Wang Luxia, Liu 
Chunming. 

Where: Qinhao Gallery, 1-1E 
Huaweili When: December 11 to 31 
Admission: free Tel: 8779 0661 



Dawn of Rome 

An exhibition of Etruscan relics 
shows why this ancient civilization 
has had such a distinctive impact on 
modern architecture and design. 

Where: Museum of the Chinese 
Millennium Monument When: till 
February 28, 2004 Admission: 30 
yuan Tel: 6857 3281 
The Labyrinth Of The World Is 
So Beautiful ... 

This exhibition is about visions 
and interpretations of the eternal 
myth in contemporary Czech 
printmaking, organized by embassy 
of the Czech Republic. 


Where: Beijing Jintai Art Museum, 
Chaoyang Park When: 10 am - 4 pm, 
December 10-21 Admission: Free 
Tel: 6501 4984 



Expression for Christmas 

This exhibition gathers the work 
of more than ten modern artists 
especially for Christmas. Works by 
Huang Yan, Lu Peng, Sheng Qi and 
others. 

Where: Red Gate Gallery. When: 
till December 30 Admission: free 
Tel: 6525 1005 
Deep Meditation 

A solo exhibition of recent works 
by Wang Dongwei. The artistic 
language is abstract and pure. 

Where: Beijing Xirui Art Center, 
Chaoyang Lu jia 58 When: till 
December 10, 9 am - 5 pm 
Admission: Free 
Tel: 8576 6680 - 3002 


Commemorating 
Ba Jin’s 100th birthday 

Fifty well-known artists from 
home and abroad gather to mark 
Ba Jin’s centenary, by giving special 
classes in painting, sculpture and 
calligraphy. B a Jin is one of 
the pioneers of modern Chinese 
literature. His works have been 
translated into many languages. 

Where: National Museum of 
Contemporary Literature, 45 
Shaoyaoju Wenxueguan Lu When: till 
January 31, 9 am -5 pm Admission: 
20 yuan Tel :8461 5522-1104 



We are glad to receive your 
feedback. We will print 
employment, language exchange 
and accommodation info for 
individuals. Feel free to email us 
at bjtodayinfo @ ynet.com or call 
6590 2529 By Dong Nan 



My father and I 

Telling the story of a father 
and daughter, this film won direc- 
tor and star Xun Jinglei best new 
director awards at two of China’s 
major film festivals this year. 

Where: Huaxing Theatre, 

When: from December 5 Admis- 
sion: 50 yuan Tel: 6261 2851 




Free combat 
championships 

World champions of various 
martial arts take one another on 
for the mantel of “world champi- 
on of free combat.” 

Where: Worker’s Gymnasium 
When: December 7,7:30 Admis- 
sion: 80-1800 Tel: 6804 9293 
Short-track speed skating 
world cup 

The highest level of short- 
track speed skating, 101 athletes 
from Canada, the US, Japan, 
Poland, Australia, New Zealand 
and China will compete. 

Where: Capital Gymnasi- 

um, 54 Baishiqiao Lu When: De- 
cember 5-7 Admission: 10 yuan 
Tel: 6406 8888 



Mad festival 

After three years’ silence 
Wheat and Wei are back. Lead 
singer Maizi is not only a rock 
star, but also a poet and painter. 
Also on stage, Bitter Belief, and 
Yaksha. 

Where: Unnamed Plateau, 

YayuncunAnhuiliYiqu 14 When: 
December 6 Admission: 30 yuan 
Tel: 6489 1613 

JJ’s 9th anniversary 
celebration 

A crazy night of unrestrained 
melody and hot dancing at one of 
Beijing’s oldest discos. 

Where: Xinjiekou Beidajie 
When: December 7, 8 till late 
Admission: 30 yuan Tel: 6618 
9305 

Second Hand Rose 

From the northeast of China, 
the Rose’s special brand of cross- 
dressing rock always guarantees 
a top night out. 

Where: Beizhan theatre, Xi- 
zhimen Waidajie When: Decem- 
ber 13, 7:30 Admission: 50 yuan 
Tel: 6835 4445 



Time to sing 

Handel’s Messiah is for many, 
an essential part of Christmas. 
The International Festival Cho- 
rus will stage the sing-along, 
lead by conductor Andrew Neth- 
isingha. 

Where: Forbidden City Con- 
cert Hall, in Zhongshan Park. 
When: December 6, 7:30 pm Ad- 
mission: 90-380 yuan Tel: 6559 
8285 
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Bright sun after snow 


By Steve Lae 
Yudu Mountain 

Yudu Mountain boasts of 
streams that run the whole 
year round, a large variety of 
plants, steep valleys and ru- 
ins of historical relics. 

Dingxiang Gou (Valley) at 
Wulipo is an ideal spot for 
hiking. Huge boulders litter 
the floor of the valley, and 
the sound of the streams that 
wind their way between them 
is amplified by the rock walls. 
The area receives few visi- 
tors, and is inhabited by nu- 
merous small, furry animals. 
Squirrels are quick to pick up 
nuts friendly visitors put out 
for them on the rocks. 

There is another route, 
somewhat more demanding 
than a wander through Dingx- 
iang Gou. Winding from Wu- 
lipo to Sanchahe Valley, this 
10-kilometer limestone val- 
ley is lined with strangely 
formed rocks on either side. 
Once snow falls here, it car- 
pets the valley for the rest of 
winter, so a post-snow hike 
along the valley is recom- 
mended only for veteran out- 
door enthusiasts. 

Getting there: Take the 
Badaling Expressway to the 
exit for Badaling Great Wall. 
Follow the road signs to Yudu 
Mountain. The drive takes 
about 70 minutes. 

Tips: It is even colder at 
Yudu Mountain than it is 
in Beijing! So take adequate 
food, a kerosene stove for boil- 
ing water, and plenty of warm 
clothes with you. 

Nearby: Yeya Hu (Wild 
Duck Lake), a fifteen-minute 
drive to the north west of 
Yudu Mountain, is actually a 
corner of Guanting Reservoir, 
and as the name suggests, a 
perfect spot for bird watching. 
Fishermen from Shandong 
and Inner Mongolia pitch 
their tents along the bank of 
the reservoir, where they are 
assured good catches all year 
round. 

After hiking at Yudu 
Mountain, pitch your tent by 
the lake for some early-morn- 
ing bird watching the next 
day. 

Tips: You can rent a mo- 
torboat from locals at the en- 
trance to the reservoir. They 
also offer horses for a riding 
trip along the banks of the 
reservoir. 

Feilong Gu 

(Flying Dragon Valley) 

Vertical cliffs on either side 
of the valley and white clouds 
bisected by the cliffs are pop- 
ular subjects for the photog- 
raphers that visit this valley. 

On cold winter days, the 
frozen waterfalls here are a 
popular destination for Bei- 
jing’s ice-climbing enthusi- 
asts. The largest of these, 
Beigaoquan Waterfall, creates 
a spectacular view in winter. 

Tips: Take warm clothes, 
as the temperature around 
the frozen waterfalls is ex- 
tremely low on winter days. 

Ice-climbing here is not 
recommended for novice 
climbers. 

Getting there: Drive 

along the Beijing — Shunyi 
expressway Highway to Ping- 
gu. From there, it is another 
10 kilometers to Huzhuang- 
lukou, the valley is nearby. Al- 
ternatively, take bus 918 from 
Dongzhimen to Huzhuang- 
lukou, and another bus to the 
valley. 
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Yudu Mountain 


Photos by Steve Lae / Photocome 


or a dedicated 
few, winter’s 
sub-zero 

temperatures are no 
deterrent to the joys of 
hiking. A drive out to the 
mountains that partially 
ring the capital is 
rewarded at this time of 
year with trails almost 
devoid of other 
sightseers, clear blue 
skies (on a good day) and 
any amount of bracing, 
fresh air. 

For those who just 
cannot bear to stay 
indoors all winter, Beijing 
Today has compiled a 
list of winter hiking 
alternatives, to fill the 
days between admiring 
the autumn leaves and 
skiing. 



and the trail goes on... 


Ma’an Shan (Saddle Mountain) 

Another place that attracts 
relatively few visitors, Ma’an 
Shan stands behind the famous 
Jietai Temple, in Mentougou 
District. 

There are numerous historical 
attractions scattered around the 
mountain, remains of Buddhist 
and Taoist pagodas and carved 
tablets. 

Some ancient worshipers 
made caves in the rock wall, just 
enough space for a small Bud- 
dhist shrine and a bed. They 
also dug wells for water. In some 
caves you can find two or even 
more wells: if one well ran dry, 
the devotee had to dig another. 
The mountain once boasted nu- 
merous springs, however today, 
there is little sign of water. 

At the top of the mountain 
is the biggest cave temple. Ash 
from incense offerings by wor- 
shipers has left a three-inch deep 
layer around the small temple in 
the cave. The colorful paint on 
the statues standing in the tem- 
ple is as bright as ever. 

Getting there: Take the sub- 
way to Pingguoyuan, then bus 
931 to Jietai Temple. Next to the 
entrance to the temple, a narrow 
path leads to the mountain. 

Tips: It is easy to find the 
right route to the mountain, just 
follow the track made by the wor- 
shipers, however, as it is quite 
narrow, it can be difficult to see 
after a fall of snow. 

A 30-meter-deep cave, once 
used as a military warehouse, 
can be seen at the start of 
the trail, but be careful, the 
stone steps inside are exceed- 
ingly slippery. 

Nearby: A Liao Dynasty pa- 
goda at the entrance to the 
30-meter-deep is carved with in- 
tricate patterns and auspicous 
animals. The pagoda, one of the 
few on the mountain that sur- 
vived the Cultural Revolution, 
is well preserved. 

A cave high above the track of- 
fers a broad, overall view of Sad- 
dle Mountain, however, to reach 
it, you have to scale a vertical 
rock wall. A tablet carved with 
an inscription attributed to Em- 
peror Qianlong can be seen not 
far from the mouth of the cave. 
Incense road at Yangtaishan 
(Balcony Mountain) 

The Empress Dowager Cixi or- 
dered the construction of the in- 
cense road for her incense-offering 
tour. In 2002, she spent one tenth 
of the state’s annual revenue on its 
construction. Thus the 40-kilome- 
ter stretch of road became known 
as the “Golden Road.” 

Many Buddhists today still 
walk along the incense road at 
least once every season of the 
year. 

Spring water from the old 
Jinxian Nunnery is said to be ef- 
fective in curing some diseases 
and purifying the soul. Locals 
visit the nunnery and take back 
the spring water in plastic con- 
tainers. 

Getting there: Take bus 346 
from the Summer Palace to Be- 
ianhe. Walk west for 20 minutes 
along the path towards the vil- 
lage of Beianhe to the entrance 
of Jiu Feng. A railway line runs 
before the entrance. Beside the 
railway, a narrow path leads to 
the entrance to Yangtai Shan, 
the starting point of the hike. 

Tips: The end of the incense 
road is at Niangniang Temple, at 
the top of Miaofeng Mountain, in 
Mentougou District, however, most 
hikers stop at Miaoerwa, border- 
ing Mentougou and Haidian dis- 
tricts, then walk back. 




